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metropolitan community should be in-
convenienced as it i3 by the hanging up
of the tramway system. I can under
stand there are perhaps difficulties in
the way of settlement, but these dJdiffi-
culties ought not to be so great as to have
kept this dispute going for so long.
Y do not know the merits as to the original
dispute, except by hearsay and from
what I have seen in the papers. T know
that men working on the trams have
told me that they have to work a certain
number of hours on the trams and to
spend a large number of hours each
day going to and from the car barn to
report. themselves even when they are
not needed. I have been told that it
is necessary for men to be engaged 12
or 14 hours in one way and another
to put in eight hours’ work at Is. an
hour under the latest offer, [ believe, of the
tramway company. It appears to me
the tramway company is showing just
as much consideration to the men as
it has shown to the public, and the
public have never had the slightest
consideration from the company, becanse
cars very often carry to Subiaco about
three times as many people as they can
properly accommodate. Men, women,
and children are forced to hang on almost
by their eyebrows. They are not supplied
with seats. The greatest possible in-
convenience is cauged by lack of rolling
stock. The tramwav company has en-
tirely failed to fulfil its agreement with
the different municipal bodies. I do not
intend to go into the merits of the
dispute, but I have a suspicion that a
company that will treat its patrons
and customers with such little con-
sideration is not likely to have shown
much consideration for its employees,
In any case, whether the employees or the
company be to blame for the existing
deadlock, the public el! the time suffer,
and I would like the Ministry to find
some way out of the difficuity.

Mr. Johnson: The men offered to
leave it abscluiely to the Premier to
settle the difference, and the company
refused.

Mr. DAGLISH: I do not know of
any legal method—1T do not think there is
any—of compelling the company to run
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trams in view of the application already
made to the Court; but I think it is a
grave wrong to the public that they
shouid suffer this long-continued in-
convenience through stiffneckedness on
the part of this tramway company.
I hope that the present session of Par-
liament will be peaceful and & bappy
one for members on both sides of the
House, and that good feeling will prevail
right throngh the session despite the
differences of political opinion that may
separate the rival parties.

On motion by Mr. Holman, debate
adjourned.

House cdjourned at 1013 p.m.
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QUESTION —ASIATICS., MARRIAGE
WITH WHITE WOMEN.

Mre. LAYMAX  (for Mr. Murphy)

a~ked the Attorney General: 1. Has his
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attention been directed to the statement
of the Federal Minister for Home Af-
fairs, ““That the Federal Government
had no power to legislate regarding the
fives whieh white women chose to Lead.
That was a matier for domestic legisla-
tion’?3 2. If this is so, will the Attor-
ney General introduee a short Bill mak-
ing marringes between Asiaties and
white women prohibitive in the State of
Western Australia?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
3, Yes. 2, The Attorney General is unet
in aceord with the reported statement of
the Federal Minister for Home Afairs.
By Section 531 of the Commonweaith
Constitution Aect the following matters
are expressly placed in Lhe power of the
Federal Parliament:—To make laws
with respeet to: (XIX.) Aliens. (XX1L)
Mavriage. (XXVL) The people of any
FACE. o e veinernannannns for whom it is
deemed necessary {0 make special laws.

QUESTION—IL.OAN MONEYS,
CREDITS IN LONDON.

Mr. LAYMAN (for Mr. Keenan)
asked the Treasurer: 1. What amount

of money stands to the ecredit of the
W.A. Government in London whieh has
been obtained under any lean anthorisa-
lion? 2. For what length of (ime has
this money been so available? 3. From
what date is interest pavable on same?
4. Is such amount lyving at interest? 5.
If so, at what rate?

The TREASURER replied: 1. On
the 30th June, £314,922, 2, Sinee 1l1th
June, £14,607; since 16th June, £437,381;
since 23rd June. £23,069: since 30ily
June, £39,865. 3, From 1xf April. (This
acerued intervest is part of the considera-
tion offered to the intending investors,
as also the underwriters; and for it,
therefore, an equnivalent is to be looked
for in the flotation terms seeured by the
State, This return is of eourse quite
apart from any interest derived by the
State from the temporary investment of
fletation instalments.) 4, Yes., 5, Whole
amennt at 114 per ceni. at call fo 20th
July. when £400,000 is fixed for six
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months from that date at 234 per cent.
and balanee at cail.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BAKK ACT
AMENDMENT.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands,
and read a first time,

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. Heitmann and Commission on
Miners’ Lung Diseases.

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): I would ask
the permission of the House to make a
personal explanation. The Minister for
Mines, when speaking to the Address-
in-Reply last week said, and in no un-
eeriain  terms, when referring to the
Royal Commission on Miners’ Lung Dis-
eases, that I had refused and failed to
assist the Royal Commissioner at Cue
during his visit there, and by his utter-
ance I was led to understand he wished
the country to Dbelieve that I had
‘‘plaved to the gallery’’ in my efforts
during the past few years to do some-
thing fur the miners. Knowing I had
ussisted the Commissioner from the
moment he arrived in Cne until he lefi,
and that Dr. Cumpston had verbally
thanked me for the assistanece, I was
nstonnded at the stalement made by the
Minister, Ten minutes after he had
spoken I wrote to the Commissioner in-
forming him of the statement and ask-
ing if, in his opinion, it were correct.
Yesterday I reeeived the following let-
ter. dated 15th August, from Dr. Cump-
ston, the Royal Commissioner on Miners'
Lung Diseases:—

Sir,—T have to acknowledge reeeipt

of vour letter of 9th inst., which I

found awaiting me on my return from

Collie at the end of last week. 1In

reply Lhereto T desire to state that the

list of names of miners whom you
kuew, or suspected, to be affected with
lung  diseases. whick: you had pre-
pared for me hefore my arrival af

Cue, was of zreat assistance to me.

I was under the impression that [ had

verbally expressed my appreeiation of
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your assistance in this and other

directions; bui in case I failed to do

this ¥ hasten to vepair the omission.
I make this statement not altogether for
the benefit of the Chamber but of the
country.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth day.

Resumed from the 11th August.

AMr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): In
addressing myself to this question 1 feel
very mueh in the same position as the
member for Fremantle—I recognise my
inability to do justice to it. At the same
time I have never thought it worth while
telling anyone about my inability becanse
I have recognised that probably they
would find it out for themselves before I
had finished. The frst item in the
Speech has reference to the death of our
late King. I sincerely regret that death,
for I had the utmost respect and admira-
tion for King Edward VIL, but at the
same time T am tired of all this fulsome
adulation. We are told that the Christ-
ians, or some other desirable immigrants,
were “butchered to make a Roman holi-
day,” and while listening to the member
for Fremantle I was strnck with the
truth of the proposition that many ora-

tors, budding and mature, seem to im--

agine that kings and other prominent
men of the world die for the sole purpose
of providing them—the orators—with a
peg on which to hang their wheezy,
weary, worn and emaciated platitudes.
We are told that King Edward VII. was
a great peacemaker, and we are told in
the Speech that he was most effective in
that direction. I am prepared to believe,
indeed I do believe, that King Edward
did his utmost to promote the peace of
the world, But while admitting that, [
have to remember that the greatest war
the world has known doring the last 30
yemrs took place in the perind of the
reign of “{ing BEdward VII. That was a
war in which the white race went down
before the brown, and we are compeiled
also to remember that this war would noi,
and could not have taken place. but for
the fact that one of the belligerent pene-
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ers, Japan, was backed np, morally sup-
ported, and financially assisied by King
Edward VIL’s own country, (Great Brit-
ain. Again, we have to remember that
during the reign of King Edward VII.
we saw the most frenzied efforts on re-
cord to constrnet ships, guns, armaments,
and all deseription of machinery for
hugan  destrnetion. We lhave had a
dreadnought enthusiasm even in Western
Australia, and we have to remember that
during that reign we saw une of the
grealest war scares that I can call to
memory. It is not long since the British
drank got a new kind of “jim jam.” In-
stead of seeing snakes he saw lights in
the sky and imagined that they weve Ger-
man airships of destruetion going to in-
vade England, and this veenvred during
the reien of King Edward VII, That
other great man, Roosevelt, also loomed
mighty large as a peacemaker. [ would
just like to say bere that if we have a
brickmalker, and he is working effectively,
in z short time he will produce bricks. If
we have a couple of peacemakers whaose
work extends over sume vears. then we
should have some indications of peace.
As far as T am concerned I cannot see
any of those indications to-day, in faet
we are making oreater preparation= for
war to-day than ever before in the mod-
ern history of the world. 1 want to say
that I am eonvinced that Kings ov Presi-
dents have little to do with the bringing
about or the promotion of the peace of
the world. What I believe will he ef-
fected eventually is the eduneation of the
masses, In the past the masses have
been looked upon as the lower strata of
hunmanity, the ipmorant who stood be-
hind the gun and found the money and
shed their blood in these wars. When
they have been educated and they come
to eonsider these matters, then I am con-
vinced we will have some true and pos-
sibly lasting peace in the world, I am
of opinion that those (German socialists
who were vecently elected to the German
Parliament, F do not know what they eall
them in German, will be a gveater factor
towards the peace of the world than all
the Kaisers or Emperors who ever ruled,
With regard to the Speech—TI regret the
Minister for Edueation is not present—
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I should like to refer to the fourth para-
graph which deals with our present King,
It reads, “The accession of his Most
CGracious Majesty King George V. and
his intioate personal aequaintance with
the dominions beyond the seas, give as-
surance of the unceasing exercise of that
devotion to the welfare of the Empire
whieh characterised the reign of his illus-
trious father,” As I have already stated
I regrei the Minister for Education i<
not here. On one night last week he de-
plored the ignoerance of myself and other
members on this side of the House. I do
not know that he ean expect us Lo be
otherwise when we find him—the Min-
ister for Edueation—putting such a sen-
tenee as that in the Governor’s Speech.
Look at the reasons given. The acees-
sion and the fact that he has seen the
dominions -give assurance of the un-
ceasing exereise of devotion to the wel-
fare of the Empite. Those reasons have
nothing to do with unceasing devotion to
the Empire. I believe, and I am suve,
that he will give that devotion bui not
for the reason veferved to in the Speeel.
There are hundreds of kings who have
ascended the throne who do not have
that acquaintanee with their peo-"_; 1
is things other than that whis’ give ns
that assmrance. [ am surp .sed that a
cultured gentlewan like the Minister tov
Eduecation should put such remarks in
the Governor's Speech. In fact, I am
of opinion that this matter must have
been forgotten, and on it heing found in
the Government Printing Office that no
reference had been made to the King,
the remarks weve written by the printer's
imp out of his own bead. While speak-
ing on the Address-in-Reply I have no
intention of referring particularly to the
finaneial agreement more than to say that
I appreciate the references incinded in
the Speech. It will at least recall to our
memories the annihilating disaster which
befell the little Australians at the last
elections. Tt will further remind us that
it also annihilated that extraordinary an-
omaly. the Premiers’ Conference, a con-

ference or commitice of men self-ap-

pointed.
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The Premier: You might have to go
to one yourself some day.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I was going to
vefer to it as a self-appuinted committee
to mind other people’s business. That
alsv was annihilated with the finaucial
agreement us well as wany other “iu-
secfarta.”  The member tor Kalgoorlie
speaking on the Address-in-Reply de-
plored the exteni to which reference was
made in the Speech to small parochial
matters. I quite agree with the livn. mem-
ber in that regard but there are one or
two small matlers to which I wish to re-
fer to-dayv, beeanse 1 may net have an-
other opportunity of deing so. Oue is
with reeard to the construetion of light-
bhouses on the North-West coast, where
shortly two or three are to be erected.
The system adopted by the authorities
is to provide aecommodation for one
married man and one single man. It is,
1 take it, the laid down poliey of the
Government to have at least 30 per cent.
of their employees in a state of enforeed
celibuey. 1 contend that the Govern-
toent should make every provision and
every possible endeavour to get marrvied
men lu 2o to those lighthouses, To have
a single man and a married man living
al the same lizhthouse seems to be n
verv unsutisfactury arvangement. and [

_do hope that the Government will give

some attention to the matter, and iu
erecting lighthouses in the fulure will
provide accommeodation for two married
men. The additional expendifure in-
volved will be only a few extra pounds.
and I am eertain that it will ke for the
benefit of the men and the serviee. There
is some reference in the Speech fo the
expert of wheat. I am of opinion—al-
thouzh we cannot introduce a system
immediatelv—that we should endeavour
as far as possible to prevent the export
of wheat but to foster the export of
flonr. This I urge on national grounds.
I believe that some time in the future it
may be necessary even to impose an ex-
port duty on wheat. The best constit-
uents of the soil are in what may be
termed the offal of the wheat—bran,
pollard ard sharps, and these should he
utilised for the benefit nf the soil and
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the agricuiturist, and be returned to the
soil by being fed back to the stock.
That is the motto that we should paste
on the wall, to bear in mind that onr
objeet is to export flour ard not wheat.
Before touching on the question of immi-
gration I would like to refer to a few
remarks made by the Attornev {ieneral
He stated that this side of the Fouse
was  continually  hurling  aceusations
across the Chamber, and failing to sub-
stantiate them. The question nnder dis-
eussion at the time was the proseention
or non-prosecufion of My, Berteaux, I
would point this ount to the Attorney
{{eperal that in the past we have not
only hurled acensations but that we
have proved them. Is it forgotten that
some electors of Menzies, eight of
them, who gave evidence before a Judge,
on their own admission were proved to
have made a false declaration for which
they vendered themselves liable to pun-
ishinent on convietion for wilfully doing
something econtrary to the Electoral
Act? The member for Boulder and my-
self proved that My, Fisher of the Mul-
line State battery was guilty of an of-
fence against the Eleectoral Aet inas-
mueh as he weni from Mulline to the
halfway house and took votes from M.,
Mrs., and Miss Howlett, s breach of the
Aet for which a penalty is provided. Tt
was proved that Mr. Berteaux obtained
from the Government something like
£125 by deliberate false pretences. Those
are three cases that we proved, and the
Attorney General refused to bring the
Iaw into operation and have those
people tried for the offences they com-
mitted. On the other hand when the
tramway drivers refused to work for an
English company and i comes to a
¢question of the administration of the
Arbitration Act, then, on the oceasion
of the first breach we find the Attorney
(ieneral rushing in and issuing sum-
maonses to prosecute the men for commit-
ting a breach of that Aet. T want to say
az | hiave said before. and as T will say
again, that a Government that desires
to have the laws obeyed should enforee
them always. Tnstead of that we find
the Government failing to prosecute
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noder an Aet or under eircumstances
which tell materially against some of
their own Ministers or when the matters
refer most particularly to their oppon-
ents. I am not harling accusations, I am
giving faets, plain, unvarnished facts,
and the Attorney General eannot bounce
ws ont of them. Now, we come to the
great guestion of immigration. We are
told in many columns of verbiage by
vorions members of Lhis Chamber that
the Premier did good work in London.
I have asked what he did and have had
the reply, ‘““He did good work.”” But
what was the good work that he did,
and when you try to pin them down they
reply that he advertised the country,
Just as if we were Tunming a soap facg-
tory and he were the paid advertiser.
Where is the proof of this good work
the Premier did? When we have an im-
migration agent we should see immi-
grants, just as when we have a great
firancier we should see our loans advan-
tagecusly floated. But we have not seen
the immigrants, nor was the last loan
floated any more advaniageously than
the previous loan.

Mr. Heitmann;
the State.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: On this point
T am glad that no member of thie House
bhas eomplimented the Premier on re-
ceiving his mark of political extinction.
Onr Premier shares with Sir Eliot Lewis,
of Tasmania, the lhonour of being the
only titled man bolding office in any of
the seven Australian Governments io-
day. The member for Kalgoorlie has
dealt with the guestion of the reform of
the London office. It is not necessary for
me to reiterate my opinion that sueh re-
form should begin with the abolition of
the position of Agent General. As the
member for Kalgoorlie pointed ont, we
have had no details whatever with rezard
to this reform; we have been told uothing
of the ills of the service, neither have we
been tnld that it is intended to exchange
officers out here with officers in that de-
partment in order that we mwight send
Home men who koow something abont
Western Australia. It reduces itself to
this: the sole good the Premier can claim
to have done is the sending out of a few

He got an honowr for
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sarvant “girls. I would ask, is that a
fitting oecupation for a Premier? To my
mind a Premier should be able to find
better and higger work to do. We em-
ploy immigration agents, and we expect
them to look to these servant girls, while
from our Premier we expect something
better than work of this elass. [ wish to
refer to a matter the Press has made a
hig boom about, namely the famous tele-
gram read by the Premier, “Our farmers
want wives” This, mark you, coming
from Australia, where there are more
women than men on the electoral roll to-
day—notwithstanding this we tind the
Premier reading bogus telegrams in re-
gard to our farmers wanting wives.

The Premier: I was not reading any-
thing bogus at all.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: It is altogether
undignified for our Premier, like a hero
in a melodrama, to be rushing in with an
ineriminating document, the missing mar-
riage lines or the lost birth certificate.

The Premier: Osear Asche has a
“vacancy for you.
Mr. UNDERWOQOD: I should say

that Bland Holt has a vaeaney for the
Premier. I certainly think that when it
eomes to this mountebank and show busi-
ness we do not want our Premier in itf.
George Reid ean do encugh of it for all
Australia. When our Premier goes to
London he should reflect some dignity on
the country whence he sprang. The
Premier has continnally assured his
andiences, both in this State and, I be-
lieve, in England that our greatest com-
petitor for the British emigrant is Can-
ada. Now this is not eorrect, by miles.
I do not know for sure, but I presume
the Premier read this in a newspaper.
The newspapers have an ebject in print-
ing such stuff. Canada advertises very
largely in the newspapers, and the news-
papers have to show that they are dohp
something to earn the money received for
those advertisements. But the statement
is not correct, as the Premier can find by
looking at the Canadian and TUnited
States statistics respectively. As a mat-
ter of faet 300 per cent. more of British
emigrants o to the TUniled States than
go 10 Canada,
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The Premier: You are wrong, as I can
show you from the Canadian office re-
turns.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: 1 can prove my
stateruent from the returns of the office
in the United States. I think it is well
known that there has been no increase
made. You can fod that in the Canadian
Year Book, and indeed in the British
statisties for 1908,

The Premier:
the Canadian
United States.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: And 50 per cent.
of the Canadian emigrants go to America,
You ecan find that in the British
statistics for 1908, where it will be seen
that America had over 300,000 of these
emigrants while Canada had over 100,000.
I contend that while statemenis of this
sort are right enough when one is blow-
ing the froth off the Fishmonger’s beer,
or at functions of that kind, when the
Premier is about to make such statements
seriously he shounld give more attention
to facts. Another matter the Premier
attended to while on that famous trip
was the rail contract. This was ecom-
mented on by the member for Cne the
other night, whereupon the Premier in-
terjected that possibly there was some
difference in the quality of these rails.
Yet in his own speech, in his own
paper, the Premier declared that there
was no euch difference in quality.
Further than that, I would like to
say 1 am under the impression that
in spending the extra-£5,000 the Pre-
mier was doing no good whatever for
the British workman or the British
trader.  True, the British trader may
have got a small profit out of it, but the
man who secooped the bulk of it was the
land holder who controls the iron ore and
wlo charges a voyalty for taking the irun
from lis land. That £8,000 went to bol-
ster up landlords; and I protest against
this country spending money to bolster
up British landlords. To my mind we
would be doing better in buying an axe
with whieh to destroy our own. Beture
leaving the broad question of immigra-
tion I wish to make a few remarks in re-
gard to that young woman recently

Some 40 per cent. of
emigrants go from the
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bronght to this State, placed in the Im-
“migrants’ Home and sent direct from
there to an Afghan camp. Tn speaking
the other night 1 commented on the ae-
tion of Mr. Roe in this regard. and I am
quite prepared o stand by anything I
then said. I ever look askance on
breaches of the law or misconstruction of
the law by a judge or a magistrate,
whether he favours my opinions or not.
I is a most dangerous thing, and I rather
think the leader of the Opposition wounld
not have been so effusive in his praise
had it been an arbitration case or a case
concerning a strike. I think it is well to
see our judges carry out the law, and not
themselves become law-makers. Possibly
it can be logically held that in this case
the end justified the means. Still 1 say
the magistrate had no right and no power
under any Aet to detain that woman in
gaol; yet he did detain her in eustody,
which was absolutely a breach of the
law. I might be prepared to say nothing
in regard to a matter such as this if the
action had come from an enthusiast, from
one whe helieved he was doing right,
who had been working for years in the
interests of a White Australia and the
elimination of the half-caste. Does Mr.
Ree stand out as an enthusiast in that
recard? Mr. Roe was at Roebourne for
some considerable time. Yhom did he
there employ as servanis—Asiaties or
wlhite people ¢ I want to say that this
roung woman who was tried in the
court that day was only the one brought
hefore the public gaze: there are the
ninety and nine of whom we have heard
nuthing, and whose eases Mr. Roe, like
many others in the State, certainly coun-
tinances. The vreason why Asiaties
ceme to Australia is beeaunse they can
bere get employment. This is why they
are so anxions fo get here and to evade
the Customs officers, and it is why they
do not go back to their own ecountry.
And I say that anyone employing Asi-
aties is certainly acquieseing in the co-
habitation of Asiaties and white
vomen; beeauwse, after all, there is no
foree in the world so great and inex-
crable as the life foree. Animals. men,
biack, white or blue, cannot he prevented
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from fulfilling that force. There is only
one other foree so great and sure, and
that is death. While men are here they
will find women. I saxy we should en-
deavour to be men and think these mat-
ters over, Those who have been encour-
aging Asiaties to come to Australia have
been encouraging the breeding of the
Asiatie and Buropean half-caste. I say
in regard to My, Roe, if he were genunine
in his desire to prevent this sort of
thing, he would go back to the Weld Club
and see that the Asiaties employed in
that establishment were dismissed, and
their places filled by men or women of
his own country and colour. 1 protest
strongly against Mr. Roe coming to the
limelight as he has done in this case, and
appearing as the hero in a melodram-
atie situation. If Mr. Roe is in sym-
pathy with the principle of White Aus-
tralia and desires to prevent the aceu-
mulation of half-breeds, then he shounld
try to give effect to his belief by not
employing Asiaties. And T say to mem-
bers on the other side of the House—If
vou are sineere in this matter go back to
your Weld Club and dismiss the Asialie,
after which you may justifiably come
here and talk of what yon have done,
and so get into the limelight yourselves.
In vegard fo the member for Fremantle
I want to say that he also has been in
the limelight. That member has been
deploring the presence of these Asi-
atics; and he is representing, praetie-
ally, the Licensed Vietunallers® Associa-
fion in this House. As a matter of fact
by providing funds the Licensed Vietual-
lers’ Association had a good deal to do
with the return of the hon. member to
this Touse: yet that association op-
posed, tooth and nail, my amendment to
the Licensing Aet to preveant the em-
ployment of Asiaties in licensed houses.
"Mr. Murphy: Who is the president
of the Licensed Vietnallers® Assncia-
tion? He is a member of your own
partyv.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am not flat-
tened out by the hon. member. I do

not care who belongs to the Licensed
Vietuallers’ Association. 1 only sare



328

that the Licensed Viectuallers’ Assoecia-
tion bitterly opposed my amendwent;
and any man standing up for the li-
censed vieinallers and the employment
of Asiatics on licensed premises bas no
right to come inlo the limelight on this
‘question. If he does, then there is a high
possibility or probability of his being
called a blatant hypoeriie.

Mr, Murphy: That is so. When 1

vote for it, eall me so.

Mr. CTNDERWOQOD: For fear you do,
I am calling you it now. To return to
the question of immigration, ave the
Government sineere after all? The Pre-
mier says thai the reason why he is so
strenouous in regard to immigration is
that he wants to build up Australia with
white people; but I consider that any-
one holding this view should make it his
duty io interfere with those big bank-
ing and eommercial houses who prevent
their clerks from getting married. Afier
all there is no immigrant qguite so good
as the local born; and while we zllow
combines of this deseription to prevent
their employees marrying until they at-
tain a eertain salary, until the life foree
has passed and the instinet for fertility
has faded into a mere itch for pleasure,
we are not likely to people Australia
very effectively. Anyone who wants to
people Australia should certainly give
us some legislation in regard to these
banking institutions and the various
eommercial houses that have the imper-
tinence and audaecity to assert that they
are not paying their men snfficieni to
enable them to keep a wife and family
with any chance of their remaining
honest. 1 have grave doubts with re-
gard to the sincerity of the Government
on this question of immigration. T have
said many times. and will say it again,
that what will result in a large stream
of immigration to this State, or to the
whale of Australia, would be an in-
erease of wages, and plenty of work,
plenty of employment when they come.
Give that. and T am confident there is
to need to read bogus  telegrams  or
drink beer at the Fishmonvers’ Hall. Tn
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my opinion, it is impossible to get immi-
erants to go labouring on the farms at
15s. a week. Every man should receive
sufficient wages to keep himself, a wife,
and family.

Mr. Ueorge: Where are they getting
138, a week?

Mr. UTNDERWOOUD: I believe in the
Eastern States. And in this State, un-
til a few weeks ago, they got it, and it
is not so mueh above 23s. a week now in
many of the agrienltural centres. A
man eannot keep his wife and family on
25s. a week. But, what will do better
than all the visits, and all the leetures,
and all the newspapers that ever pub-
lished tripe, will be the amendment
to the Federal Arbitration Aect bringing
the farm labourers under the Aet. That
will eventually provide a fair living
wage for farm labourers. The great land
values of the Eastern States, and to a
lesser extent in. this State, are caused
by the lowness of the wages of the em-
ployees. Pay the employee well, and
the land will not bring the price it does,
and then there will be the opportunity
for a sneceessful land repurchase scheme
but while we have men slavisg at the
present wages and without any hope of
getting bigher wages, there will be the
same old system we have had in the
past, and the immigrant will be as shy
as be has been in the past. However,
I am confident that when the Federal
Act gets into thorough working order
the wages of the agrienltural labourer
will be put somewhat on the lines of
those of other tradesmen, and we will
have Immigrants coming t¢ Australia
without there being the slightest neces-
sity for sending anycne to England to
induce them to come. 1 notice that Mr.
Hedges said in the Federal Parliament
that the reason labour troubles did not
oceur at Kalgoorlie was owing to the
moderation of the leaders there. The
leaders are undoubtedly a wise and
moderate lot of men., but at the same
time it is much easier to be moderate an
z minimum of 11s. 84, than on a mini-
mum of 7s. 9d.
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Mr. Bath: There 1s another reason—
they ean fix up industrial agreements
there.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: While speaking
of Mr. ITedges. there is one thing T would
like to refer to, and that is his endea-
vour to cast a slur on the Labour party
hecause a union secretary had levanted
with some money. [ am ignorant—the
Attorney Geoneral says so. I conld find
cases on the other side, but T trust, ig-
norant as 1 am, 1 wiil never have surh
fenlture’’ as to he guilty of that sort
of thing. I am sorry, not only for the
union secretary, bul alse for some mem-
bers of this House, and I would not gain
eredit for the Oppusition on aecount of
the deliquencies of these I refer to, I
may be allowed tv give some word of
advice to Mr. Graham Price. 1 am eon-
vinced theve is meing to be a constder-
able rise in wages in the near future
throughout Anstralia. 1f Mr. Graham
Price has any sense he would elose with
the tram drivers at the earliest possible
date for the longest possible period; be-
eanse, whatever the result of the present
difference of opinion max be, the tram-
way companies throuszhont Australia
will be paying considerably higher
wages in the course of 12 months or fwo
vears than they do now. Their men ave
a class who have been pretiy badly
treated in Ausiralia, but their turn is
now coming. It seems to me absolufely
absurd to think that a man is going to
learn a trade and put in years to work
himself up to a position where he is ahle
to obtain a shilling an hour. A man
who has not an amhition above a shil-
ling an hour would certainly suit
Hedges right down to the ground for
moderafion. Now. T come to annther
part of the Grovernment poliey. and that
is the poliey with regard to agriculturve
iw the North-West. We have been pre-
sented by the Minister for Lands with
a hook entitled Tropical Agriculture in
Western Australia. We must of eourse
recognise that the book has been written
for the Lands Department, and we are
allowed to presume that it has been
written in the style the department de-
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sires. The strougest puini it makes is
that we must have black or cheap labour
for the North-West. I presume that is,
after all, the policy of the Government.
In referring to this baok, I am reminded
of the (erman seientist who came to this
State some time ago, and after reading a
book on socialism by Mr. St. Ledger, de-
claved it to be the worst book hLe had
ever read. I am glad that scientist went
home before this publication [ have re-
terred to eame ouf, because 1 am certain
it wonld beat 3Mr. St. Ledger’s, and in
deing that it is eertainly putting up a
record. Take its style. [ will guote a
little to give some idea that it should
be a scientifie treatise. ~We find Mr.
Despeissis writing on page 30—

In 1902 Mr. Lawrie took these pigs
—ifwo sows and a boar—to the Ade-
luide rviver, and for thrvee years they
received absolutely no attention, yet
as a result Mr. Lawrie has since bred
and sold between 700 and 800 of their
progeny and has 130 at the present
time at the river. The breed was or-
iginally Berkshive, bat has sinee heen
erossed with Dblaek British.

Mr, Geurge: Not a bad breed of pig
either.

Mre. UNDERWOOD: The yearning of
Mr. Despeissis is apparent, wherever we
2o through this book, for the black eross.
It is marvellous. To further demon-
strate the stvle of this book, we have
again, in writing of the pork industry
in the North-West—

In our North-\West the industry if
taken up would. 1 believe. prove a
very profitable one. and tens of thou-
sands of heads of stoek, whieh. owing
to old age or aceidents. are unfit for
hnman econsumption, could be hoiled
down and econverted into pork with
the addition of the grasses, herbs,
pods, and other seeds which pigs
readily eat.

A new kind of Kimberley pork. T pre-
sume. However, after worrving over
this for a long time. I fonnd out what
Mr Despeissis was trying to sav; he
was trying to say that the old stock
which had been killed by old age and
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accidents could be boiled down and eon-
verted into pork by feeding it to the
pigs. He forgot to put thal in, how-
ever. These are instances of the style
of the book. It is all as involved and as
confused as these two sentences, Now,
coming to Mr. Despeissis’s desecription
of the eountry, on page 11 he speaks of
rivers, and says—

In the Nerth-West proper, most of
these rivers cease running about May
after the rainy season.

I hope the member for Gascoyne will
listen to this paragraph—

In Kimberley they run almost right
through the year, They all have the
laguons whieh vary in size; some ex-
tend for miles, and contain a never-
failing supply of fresh water.

As a matter of faet the vivers do cease
running in May, but it is quite possible
for them not to run at all for two or
three years. They may run in June or
in Jannary. Again, he says-—

The conservation of portion of the
flood water which runs to the sea at
times i5 an engineering proposition
which I am told by the officers of the
Water (‘onservation Department offers
no difficulty.

lave we a Water Conservation Depart-
ment? If so, have officers of it been in
the North-West and seen the rivers? We
want something more than that for our
money. Lf a man deals with the cues-
tion of irrigation he should be able to
go into the matter thoroughly and tell us
something about it. The officers of the
irrigation  department have never seen
the rivers, and the officers of the Works
Department made a hnge mistake which
has been proved in econneetion with the
eonstruction of the Port Hedland-Marble
Bar railway. It would be advisable be-
fore it is decided what shall be done with
that ecountry that we shonld have more
information abont the question than M.
Despeissis provides. He continues—

When the North-West rivers are
properly dammed, and a systematic
method of water eonservation and dis-
tribution is effected, millions of acres

- of rich plains along the lengthy river
fromtages will be made available for
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the plough. Land bringing 10s. per

one thousand acres rental will sell for

as many pounds an aere.
It is possible that with these advantages
that could be dene, but let seientists tell
us how we can do it. He refers at times
to the consiruction of wooden dams by
means of jarrah piles with a core wall of
puddle clay between. There are two diffi-
culties that meet people who are inter-
ested in this question up there; one is
as to the amount of evaporation in that
conntry, and the other the question of
soakage, It might be possible to put a
dam across a viver and hank back a lot
of water, but in many places the water
would percolate through the ground and
not remain behind the dam. Before we
discuss irrigation we have to decide the
question of evaporaiion aud also consider
that the rivers might not run for two or
three years. I will not weary the House
with Mr. Despeissis’ opinion on wheat
erops at Carnarvon. By the way, he
ealls Carnarvon “the North-West,” and
speaks of “Yankeeiown near Carnarvon.”
He might just as well speak of Subaco
near Perth. Yaukeetown and Carnarvon
are one and the same place. I now come
to his adviee in regard to labour, and it is
to this point that T take most exception,
He says— . ,

From November till the end of
Mareh, during the height of summer,
a greater sum of work can be obtained
from both men and horses by so regu-
lating the honrs of work that those in
the fields have a long rest in the middle
of the day. During the summer months
in the tropics work in the fields should
commence at 6 a.m. and continue until
10’clock, being resumed from 2 p.m. or
3 pam. to 7 o'clock.

I have heard many people who have
never been in the North-West and experi-
enced the climate there give the same ad-
vice. I have read it in British magazines,
and many writers of the Foster Fraser
brand are prepared to give evidence
on things they know nothing about.
That is what Mr. Despeissis did. He
has never been there himself. Those who
have worked there are the hest judges.
The miners of the North-West are quite
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ready to work two or three hours a week
longer to get day shift rather than to
work afternoon or night shift. That is
something more to go upon than the re-
port of Mr. Despeissis. Personally, I
wonld sooner work six hours a week
longer if I were allowed to be altogether
on day shift. Mr. Despeissis goes on—

Horses ecaunat continuously work
more than four or five hours a day
during the hot months, and for such
work as ploughing and ecarting bullocks
ave preferred, as they cost less to feed,
de not depreciate to any great extent
and, unlike lorses, do not suceumb to
the Kimberley horse disease.

Mr. Despeissis again gives his advice on
a question he knows nothing about. As
I can prove without the slightest shadow
of doubt horses ean, and do. work all day
long in the North-West: on "the other
hand bullocks cannot work on the very
hot days owing to the fact that they wear
steel harness which gets so hot that it
makes their shonlders sore. That is well
known. As to the ability of horses to
work I can give a personal experience.
T left here in the middle of last December
and arrived at Port Hedland after Christ-
mas. I started on a grass-fed horse
which was not in too good condition and
travelled for 200 miles over the roads in
that distriet in five days, and not once
did I travel at night. Tf a grass-fed
horse can do that there is nothing he
eannot do.

Mr. Heitmann: What is Despeissis?

Mr. TNDERWOOD: He was once in
the Agrieultural Department, but when
Professor Lowrie came alonz a job had
to be fonnd for him and he was sent te
the North-West as a Commissioner. Mr.
Despeissis next advocates a svstem of
imported labour, saying—

When selecting these agrieultural
immigrants, it would be important to
exercise a considerable amount of dis-
erimination, and only engage labourers
recruited from the ranks of special
races naturally fitted for arduons work
in hot countries.

He goes on to tell ur the people he pre-
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fers. He prefers the “Gallegos,” and
speaks of them as follows:—

A hardy and robust race of moun-
taineers; a thrifty, temperate and
hard-working race inhabiting the
densely populated mountains of Galaeia
in the North of Spain and of Portugal.
On the vinevards established on the
rocky slopes of the Upper Douro, too
steep to permit of cultivation with the
aid of horses or oxen, the rocky,
crumbly ground is attacked by gangs
of these industrious “Gallegos” armed
with heavy mattocks and pronged hoes.
Men as well as women engage at this
as well as other work. . ... The
Galicians emigrate in nnmbers to Por-
tngml and to Sonth Amerieca, when
affer engaging in all kinds of hard
work and saving monevy they refurn
home and settle down.

And this is a doenment published, I pre-
sume, to advertise Western Aunstralia and
induce immigrants to come lere. He ad-
voeates hringing, in the first place, people
who save money and return home again!
This is a most pecoliar way of getting
population; as peculiar as tn enforce
celibacy among bank clerks. Then he
continues-—

The ruling wage paid to a “Gallego”
vine dresser on the Upper Douro is 1s.
a day. while ordinary labourers receive
7d. to 10d. On this they live and save
money, with the idea of some day re-
turning to their native mountains.

There is always the same vetnrn to their
own native mountains. These are the
immigrants we are so angious to obtain,
so anxions to people Ausirvalia with, He
goes on to say—

In the second place I would favour
the labourers of Nerthern Italy—those
from Piedmont and Lombardy only.
On our own Eastern Goldfields [T hope
the Minister for Mines is listening] a
number of these men from the north
of TItaly are engaged as woodcutters.
For that kind of work thev arve pre-
ferred to other men.

This is the class of immigrant we are
locking for. and undounbtedly it is the
policy of the Government that chepp
labour, and cheap labour only. is to be
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introduced. These are the people the
Government are spending money upon,
Mr. Despeissis continues—

My third choice would be the Bas-
gues of Southern France, a raee of
hard working and industrious people
tfound in the Departments of Landes,
and of Basses and ITautes. I’vrenees
which separate Franee from Spain ,

. The agent {Government
1mmwmt10n agent) on the other hand
would inguire into the snitability of
the immigrant labourer, ascertain his
abilities, and finally eontraet, making
him a definite offer on behalf of the
employer.

He seems to have had no knowledge of
the Commonwealth Immigration Aet with
regard to contract labour. To back up
these statements Mr. Despeissis quotes
from Mr. Searcy, and one or two other
people, Mr. Searer wrote a hook
ealled In Australian Tropics, 1 think
Mr. Searey was an overfed Government
official who was loeated at Port Darwin
for seme time, and while there had one
Chinaman to fan him and another to
supply him with eool drinks. In lis
book My, Searey says—

1t is just as well to tell the truth
about the Nurthern Territory. I heard
the other day that a gentleman who
had resided many years in the North-
ern possession stated that portion of
the island continent was the healthiest
country in the worid, that malarial
fever was a hogey, and that any tropi-
cal produets conld be produced sue-
cessfully with European labour. I
am afraid that that gentleman forgot
that there are in the world a few other
people who have experience of tropi-
cal countries and tropical life and pro-
dnetion, and who, if they saw or heard
snch statements, would naturally ask
why sach a tropical paradise has been
neglected so long and had developed
into what is known as “the white ele-
phant.”

That is most conelusive. The same thing
was said less than 10 years ago, less even
than five years ago, in regard to our own
apricultural lands. When we were told
there was an engrmous agrieultural area

[ASSEMBLY .}

west of our Darling Ranges, exactly the

same answer was given 'as Mr. Searey
knocked his opponent out with. The ag-

Searey and
Seavev con-

vienftural land is there. Mr.
others notwithstanding, Mr.
tinues—

They would, at any rate, imagine
that there must be a serew loose some-
where. Now it must he realised that
we have a veritable tronical Australia,
and the sooner that faet is understood
the better. The conditions are just the
sapie as obtain in other portions of the
trapical world—the same ills have to
be horne and similar means are neces-
sary for the development of the coun-
try. Why not recognise all the coun-
try lo the North of the 22 degrees
parvallel of latitude as tropical couniry
and develop it under tropical eondi-
tions?

Awnd do neot argue. That is Mr. Searcy.
Then we have a genileman by name of
Knibhs, who, in the Commonwenlth Year
Bool: 1907, page 116. says—

In vespect to Anstralian tempera-
tures penerally it may be pointed out
that the isotherm for 70 degrees fah-
renheit extends in South America and
South Africa as far South as latitude
33 degrees, while in Aunstralia it reaches
only as far South as latitude 30 de-
erees, thns showing that on the whole,
Australia has the more temperate eli-
mate when compared latitude for lati-
tude with places in the Southern hemis-
phere. The comparison is even more
favourable when the Northern hemis-
phere is ineluded in the comparison,
for in the United States the 70 de-
grees isotherm extends in several of
the Western States as far North as
latitude 41 degrees. In EBurope the
same isotherm reaches almost to the
Southern shores of Spain, passing,
however, afterwards along the North-
ern shores of Afriea till it reaches the
Red Sea, when it bends Northward
along the Eastern shore of the Medi-
terranean until it reaches Syria. Im
Asia nearly the whole of the land area
South of latitude 40 degrees North has
a higher isothermal value than 70 de-
grees. The extreme vange of shade
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temperatures in summer and winter, in
a very large part of Australia, amounts
to probably only 81 degrees, In
Siberia, in Asia, the similar range is
no less than 171, and in North Amer-
ica 133 degrees, or say nearly double
of the Australian range.
We see hy this that vur Statistician does
not agree with the propesition put for-
ward by Mr. Searey. After all, I think,
we would rather take the statements made
in ovr Yeer Book than the statements of
this educated Government servant of the
Northern Territory. T want to say with
regard to the matter, that I have been in
the North-West and I have also made
some statements regarding the elimate.
When JMr. Despeissis was looking for
opinions to substantiate his theory, if he
was looking for statements only regard-
ing black Ilabour then he found only
them, but if he was looking for the truth
he should have looked for statements
from the other side, and he would have
found this, written by Mr. Perey (.
Riches, Inspector of Mines and Mining
Surveyor, who on the snbject of health
and climate says—-
The climate of the Pilbara distriet,
although a very het vue is extremely
healthy. No malarial fever of any
deseription exist, and sickness of any
sort is almost unknown. White men
find no diffienty whatever in working
and the fine physique of both miners
and pastoralists atiracts the general
attention and favourable comment of
visitors. The intense heat of summer is
a dry one, the percentage of humidity
in the atmosphere being very small.
This accounts for the fact that manual
labour is nol so disiressing as 1t
wonld be in a moist atmosphere with
a similar temperatnre; white children
born in the distriet are remarkable for
their general healthy appearance, and
there is an absence of almost all in-
fantile complaints.
If we quote Mr., Searcy why not quote
Mr. Riches?

Mr. Bath: And why not quote Pro-
fessor Gregory?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes; why not
quote Professor Gregory, and why not
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myself? I do not express an opinion, I
have never expressed an opinion, but I
have stated facts, and one is that 1 bave
been tor something like 10 years work-
ing in that eountry, and surely a demon-
stration of that deseription should he
miven some notice in seientific traths. Bui
when this is not given the only assumption
is that Mr. Despeissis was out looking
for a black labour policy. As I have said
with regard to thai district I have worked
there for 10 years, and [ have been
able to come down South in the cold
winter and go back and work on the
surface in the late summer. When a man
ean do that and retain his health I con-
tend that Mr. Despeissis muost certainly
have been looking for a black labouar
poliey audt noet for the trath.

Mr., Heitmann: And we pay him £300
a year for that.

Mr. UNDERWQOQD: To go on with
regard to this maiter. He goes on lo
speak of dry farming and other things.
On page 12 he speaks of the station
hands, and what he says is worthy of
notice, These are his remarks—

For the farmer, or the agriculturist,
the conditions are different. The sta-
tion hands met with through the North-
West are not as a class by either tem-
perament or training suited for patient,
continuous, thorongh agricultural work.
They ave too nomadie, too casnal, and
hot fitted to subrait themselves to ront-
ine work for any length of time.

1t is marvellous how the present Govern-
ment, through their newspapers, and
their servants, will continue to hurl at
those who open up this country aeccusa-
tions of being nomads, gypsies. There
are no finer men on earth that the station
hands who have gone away into the
Northern portion of the Continent; there
are none who deserve better of their
conntry and who deserve less the insults
of Mr. Despeissis. Again, Mr. Despeis-
sis give us more opinions. He quotes
here from a rubber planters’ conference.
He finds that a meeting of rubber plant-
ers was held and that they recommended
certain things. It was guite natural
that these planters who had been em-
ploying black labour all their lives would



34

advocate black labour, but those planters
were pot looking for workers for Austra-
lia but for some other part of the world.
Mr. Despeissis writes—

The subject was discussed lately at
length at a convention of rubber plant-
ers in Mexico, when the consensus of
opinion was that:—1, The Javanese
are the most desirable. They are sober
and industrious and generally very
hard working. The population of
Java reaches nearly 35 millions, and
in certain parts of the Island when the
rice ¢crop fails, the conditions are very
ditticult on aceount of over-popula-
tion. The insular Government of this
Duteh colony is taveurably inelined fo
wards an emigration of coolies 1o
conntries in which the rights of human
beings are protected. 2, The Tamils of
Southern lndia are extensively em-
ployed for plantation work in Ceylon
and throughout the Orient; in Mauri-
tius, Natal, Demerara, and Fiji. They
ave the best of the Indian coolies. 3,
The Chinese, provided they come from
the agricultural distriets of Southern
China (Cantunese} and not from the
big cities, are very good plantation la-
bourers. The Chinaman is honest,
painstaking, and in every way reliable.
The sugar planters of Hawaii and
colonists in other countries where
Chinese coolies are employed are all of
oue opinion in this regard. In Aus-
tralia we have proof of their garden-
ing, and in agricultural work.

If we have no better opinion of
the human being than that he should
get 1s. a day working in the hof san, and
die in undue proportions as the Kanakas
did in North Queensland., well, T do not
think much of what Mr. Despeissis con-
siders are the rights of human beings.
The member for Fremantle is still behind
the Government. “We have proof in
Australia of their value in gardening and
in agricultural work,” quotes Mr. Des-
peissis of the Chinese. We have decided
that we want no more of them, and when
the Premier gets on the platform and is
ont after limelight he conmeurs in the
opinion that we have had snch proof of
their valne that we wouid like to get rid
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of them at the earliest date. Notwith-
standing the proclamation of the Govern-
ment poliey we bhave the Minister for
Lands using this book which advocates
the importation of every class of common
labourers. I wish to say in conelusion
about this book that it is absoluiely the
worst of its kind I have ever read. If it
can be viewed from any standpoint other
than that of the advocacy of hlack labenr,
it is slipshod and slovenly in the extreme.
There is no opinion expressed in it that
would be worthy of any man’s attention.
It is an insult to Awustralia, and a dis-
grace to the Government that published
it. I shall eonelude by saying that T am
convinced that the policy of immigration
advocated by the Government is not sin-
cere. After all, we have the Premier
advoeating wunlimited admission of Asi-
aties for the pearling industry and we
have the Minister for Mines who has re-
fused again and again te enforee the
mining laws with regard to employment
of Astaties on carden areas on the gold-
fields, and as a last proof of their insin-
eerity we have this book of Mr. Des-
peissis’, which is, after all, nothing more
nor less than an advoeacy of black labour
for Western Australia, and supported by
ahsolute untruths, by a distortion of facts,
and the suppreszion of matter that should
have found a plaece in it. We find on
looking through the Government’s sin-
cevity that they are providing that 50 per
cent, of the lizhthouse keepers shall be
condemned to ecelibacy, and they allow
banks, and managers of commereial
houses to enforee celibacy on the part of
their elerks. They sent a coramissioner
to the North-West to advocate black la-
bour for that part of Anstralia, and yet
the Premier wishes us to believe that he
is in favonur of peopling this State with
a while race, and that he is one of the
strongest advocates of a White Australia.
T trnst that the Government will give us
some better demonstration of their White
Australia principles, and that those sit-
ting behind them will also give more sin-
cere demonstrations of their White Aus-
tralia principles than wmere lip service.
The Premier endeavoured to get the other
Premiers to agree to the unrestricted ad-
mission of Asinties for the pearling in-
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dustry, and 1 wish lo conclude by saying
that I trust that those who are in favour
of a White Australia will give us a more
sincere demonstration of their desire in
that regard. than, as I said before, mere
lip service, platform oratory, and lime-
light effect.

Mre. MALE (Kimberley): The debate
on the Address-in-Reply we have al-
ways found a fitting oceasion for refer-
ring, not only to matters of general in-
terest. but to others pactieularly in-
teresting to uvne’s own electorate, and
for whieh reference, perbaps, there will
be wo subsequent opportunity. Before
dealing with the Address-in-Reply, I
would like to supply the omission point-
ed to by the hon. member who has just
sat down; in other words, I would like
to congratnlate the Premier on that
great honour hestowed upen him by His
Majesty the King. 1 ihink that was a
compliment extended, not only to the
Premier, but to the State and the people
of the State. Certain previons speak-
ers have done their best to belittle
the visit of the Premier to England and
the work he did whilst there. Now, as
1 was at Howe at the same time as the
Premier, perhaps I may be excused for
offering my opinion as to the value of
that visit. T certainly hold Lhe view that
the visit of the Premier to England was
in the best interests of the people of this
State. I had opportunities of hearing
him speak on several oecasions while
at Home, and T ean assnre hon. members
that not only did he speak well but he
worked hard and did not spare himself
in the slightest. T am sure he was greaily
appreciated by those who listened to his
speeches, at which times he put plain
facts into good plain West Australian
langnage. I feal snre the people at Home
recognised in his utterances that grain of
truth which, 1 think, we have all re-
cognised when hearing him speak in this
Chamber and elsewhere. On more than
one nceasion I met the Premier at the
Agent General’s office and T can assure
the House he was there working inde-
fatiguably, individnally interviewing in-
tending immigrants and doing his level
best to see that fhose people were not
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misinformed in any 1espeet as to the
life and conditions which would be en-
countered out here. He was trying as
hard as he could o weed out the un-
suitable and accept only those he eon-
sidered sunitable for this State. And I
think when the Premier tells us more
abount his visit than he Las yet done he
will probably have something to say
about the Immigration question as a
whole; and I am of opinion we shall then
find that he endeavoured to lay down
conditions to his officers at Home which,
to a very great extent, will protect un-
suitahle immigrants from coming to
this State and, at the same Lime, pru-
teet this State from such nnsnitable im-
migrants. Tuoruing to the Governor’s
Speech 1 must admit T cannot find any-
thing very new iu it. 'There is nothing
in it very different from what we have
read before. But at the same time there
are in it things upon which we ean eon-
gratulate ourselves, as for instance the
general prosperity of the country, move
especially manifest in the agricultural
districts. This general prosperity may
not be altogether due to the Government;
still the faet remains that the country
is prosperous, and I think we can con-
oratulate ourselves upon it, and alse
upon the amount of surplus revenue dis-
closed at the end of our financial year.
I have noticed during this debate that
a number of speakers are greatly exer-
ciged over the fact that the Government
have been earrying ount a policy which
those speakers elaim themselves to have
inifiated. - Well, really it does not eon-
cern me greatly who it was that frst
thought vf agricnltural railways, or the
Fire Brigades Bill, the Licensing Bill,
and those other measures which have
been brought before the Homse. These
nieasures, L presume, were found to be
good, and the Government in their wis-
dom have done their best to have them
passed through the House. But it does
seem to me passing strange that although
certain  members wish to get all the
credit of having initiated this policy,
they should have given us so little sup-
port in puiting those measures through.
My rising to speak was prompted very
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much by the same sense of duty as
prompted the member for Subiaco. He
rose to respond (o certain remarks made
by previous speakers; I also rise to re-
fer to remarks that fell from those who
have spoken before me. First of all
there is the guestion of the marketing
of stock. We read in the Governor’s
Specch—

My Ministers are of opinion that
the time has arrived for the State to
make provision for the erection of
freezing and eanning works at Wynd-
ham and elsewhere, in order that the
steady inerease of vur herds may not
be ehecked, but find a profitable outlet
in the markets of eastern Asia and
Eunrope.

The member for Kalgoorlie condemned,
almost without reserve, this paragraph
and this policy, principally on the
ground that it will enly serve twoe or
three intereslied squatters in that dis-
trict who could, he savs, at any time
combine and forece the Government into
the position of having to reduee rates
and charges. The leader of the Opposi-
tion condemned the same policy, on ihe
gronnd that the time was not yet ripe
for the erection of freezing works at
Wyndham; and he based his eonclusion
on the high prices retailers are charging
for meat in the metropolitan and gold-
fields distriets. My opinion is that no-
thing will do more tu stimulate the
squatting industry in the Kimberleys
and the North-West than the erection
of freezing and eanning works for the
treatment of our siock. This is not a
new question before the House. We had
reference to it in the Governor’s Speech
of 1906, and again in that of 1907. In
the early part of 1907 the Premier, tien
in Adelaide, made an anoouncement fo
the offect that assistance would be given
to encourage tlie meat export trade, and
that the Government would grant a loan
ot pound for pound up to £35,000 to any
eompany prepared to engage in that in-
dostry. At that time members in this
Chamber and. T think, the public to a
very large extent, were greatly econ-
cerned over the action of the Govern-
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ment in the negotiations they were then
carrying out. These people feared that
the Govermment would be selling their
birthright for a mess of pottage. I
think the public were in the wrong at
that time; and I think alsu that the
Government, by stieking out for a deal
which wonld absoluniely protect the
small squatters, made their conditions
so stringent that the private company
then eonsidering the guestion of start-
ing freezing works were unable to ac-
eept those eonditions. Sinee then, 1
think it is well known to ail membars
of the House, an English company, the
Australian Bovril Coempany, Limiled,
have purchased large squatting interests
in East Kimberley and the Northern
Territory adjoining our Kast Kimberley
border. We have heard a great deal as
to what they intend doing. Aceording
to a speech delivered in April of
1909 we find, in eonnection with the
Australian Bovril Company and their
intentions that—

Not the least important feature of
the sale to the Bovril company is the
determination to provide abattoirs, the
like of which has never been seen n
this part of the world.

This was said by Mr. Kidman, the great
Australian eattle king, a man also deeply
interested in this partienlar part of the
operattons of the Australian Bovril Com-
pany. Ile gues on further to say—

It has been neecessary to travel the
cattle about 1,700 miles to find an ont-
let, but now one will be provided for
them at Wyndham, a distance of oniy
300 miles from Vietoria Downs. In-
stead of the Western Australian stock
having to be shipped at Wyndham for
Perth, they can be killed at the former
place en the floating abattoirs. The
prime beasts can be frozen, and the
rough stuff dealt with in another way
by the company. It costs £2 15s. 10
£3 per head to ship live stock from
Wyndham to Perth, whereas they can
be carried dead for half the price; be-
sides which, all the wasting and knock-
ing about ineurred in transit will be
obviated.

Again, in July of this year Mr. Kidman
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made the following statement in eonnee-
tion with their work :—

Altogether, the prospects ahead of
the meat works on the north eoast of
Queensland are rosy, beeause they
command a fine supply of cattle, the
demand for the meat being well es-
tablished, and the methods of dealing
with the by-products are thoroughly
up-to-date. These facts, together with
the inereased prices for beef, indicate
nothing but prosperity for the cattle
trade. TUndoubtedly the Queensland
coast is the natural vatlet for its back-
conntry cattle,

Mr. Kidman goes on to say—

The markets open te-growers have
expanded largely. Our meat has be-
come better known all over the world,
Manila taking large quantities of hoth
tinned and frozen produet, while Lon-
don ean acecept more than we ean ever
supply, and prices are better to-day
than they have been for many years.
The Queensland meat works ave call-
ing to owners........... The Queens-
land meat works are certainly a very
attractive proposition, They are giv-
ing 18s. a hundred and more for beef,
and wil} take unlimited quantities, The
policy of the Government is to extend
the railways in order to tap the whole
of the cattle country., Large mobs of
cows are also being bought for ex-
tracting and canning. They are also
dealing with tens of thousands of
sheep, killing pigs where they ean get
them, and making butterine.

Now this is the point in Mr. Kidman’s
remarks to which I would specially draw
the attention of the House—

Within the next twelve or eighteen
months I hope that works will be
erected to deal with a great number of
the Northern Territory ecattle.  The
Bovril people have two experts, who are
at present inspecting sites for the pro-
posed works whielh will be put up
either at Pine Creek, the Katherine,
Victoria River, Tndia Hill, or Wynd-
bam. Their report will go on to the
board in London. Suech works will
prevent a number of cattle from walk-
ing their condition off towards this
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way instead of steaming &o London in
esns. The Bovril people have just made
two shipmeuts of live cattle to Manila,
and several more are to follow. They
were shipped from Wyndbam, and the
Bovril folk are the first to make the
experiment. While the question of the
site is being settled it is satisfactory
to know that the eattle are inereasing
in the Northern Territory, and that,
when the work starts, there will be a
good rescrve to operate on.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pan,}

Mr. MALE: It appears to me that the
Sounth Australian Government will do all
in their power in connection with these
proposed works of the Bovril company
to influence the operations of the com-
pany to their own State, and 1 look to
our Government tu protect the interesis
of Western Australia and guard that
great industry that properly belongs to
us. The member for Kalgoorlie said in
connection with the Government freezing
works that they would only benefit two
or three squatiers who owned stock tn the
Kimberley distviet, but let me tell the
hon, member that the erection of freezing
works there affeets the whole of the
squatting industry of ihe State, in the
South as well as in the North; and that
it also affects the small men in Kimber-
ley, of avhom there are more than a few,
and of whom there would be considerably
move, and who to-day are being starved
out because they have no market for their
stock., The erection of freezing works at
Wyndham or some other suitable spot
would make it possible for the small men
to exist.

Mi. Gordon: And others also.

Mr. MALE: Yes; that is true. We
have an instance this year of the extreme
position to whieh the small men are
forced. The Government are looking
round to purchase properties in the Kim-
berley district to use as reserves for
native stations. With what result? The
moment word of that got abroad a num-
ber of small men were almost foreing
their properties on the Government; and
the Government were able to buy at a



338

small sum of about 30s. per head with-
out the slightest trouble. Not only this,
it would make the country in that distriet
eapable of ecarrying hundreds of thous-
ands more stock than are being camied
there now.

Mr. Taylor: What is it now?

Mr. MALE : Something like 100,000
head. There are hundreds of thousands
of acres in Kimberley still unalienated
which eould, and should, he taken up and
worked. In connection with Fast Kim-
berley, I wish to read another paragraph
in last month’s Pastoralists’ Review,
which will alse tend Lo show that there is
need for works there—

Speaking of East Kimberley only,
there are prohably 400,000 ecattle in
that division proper, and probably
nearly 800,000 in all, if the adjacent
herds in the Northern Territory are
taken into account, ail within handling
distance of Wyndham. These figures
may not be borne out by official statis-
tics, bat a competent authority esti-
mates that the numbers are available,
The market for these is limited. Pro-
hably 10,000 may be shipped to Fre-
mantle this season, about 3,000 will go
to Manila or similar ports.

That I may say will not be the number,
becanse I noticed only two weeks ago that
the Government at Manila had published
a prohibition order against stoek from
this porl owing to plenra having been
found in some of the cattle ships. I
would like partieular attention to be paid
o {ms—

And about 20,000 aunually are now
being overlanded to Queensland. This
might not be so bad if the breeders
could command reasonable value for
them, but the return from Queensland
consignments ean self-evidently only
be poor, while shipment, with its at-
tendant £2 10s. sea freight, ten days’
voyage, and loss of about 1201bs. weight
per beast, to say nothing of less of
quality, is an altogether wasteful sys-
tem of disposal. Moreover, the fact
that there is positively no market ex-
ecept for the pick of the bnllocks,
means that the old cows die on the
Tnns, and the scanty returns impel such
rigid economy in working the herds that
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they are getting ont of hand, and re-
quire cleaning up badly. Nothing
more need be said to indieate that even
a small ecanning plant and extract works
would prevent a eolossal economic waste
which goes on at present. A further
consideration is that the rapid growth
in the West Kimberley herds, for which
Derby is the shipping port, pre-sup-
poses that before long they will pr.-
vide an increasing proportion of the
Fremantle supply. Derby is several
days’ steaming nearer to Fremantle,
and the Derby cattle are altogether bet-
ter situated; the saving of the freight
to Fremantile being about 20 per cent.
of the freipht, fodder, and attendance.
As the West Kimberley cattle inerease
therefore and capture more of the Fre-
mantle trade, the position of the East
Kimberley growers must grow worse,
50 that the need of an oversea market
will be more keenly felt. As regards
West Kimberley, where the same waste
of old cows obtains as in East Kimber-
ley, it is understood that the Messis.
Emanuel contemplate erecting a ean-
ning plant at Derhy. This should
usher in the day of better things for
that division, but in the Wyndham c¢oun-
try, where no one has made any money
out of the industry, with its previous
disadvaniages, conditions are different.
It is evident that if no one else is pre-
pared to put up works at Wyndham,
the (Government ean serve to turn an
enormous waste territory into a wealth-
producing provinee if it is prepared Lo
2o ahead with its proposal.

Tt is very evident that the position in
Bast Kimberley is becoming more aggra-
vated year by year. A few years ago
when we were arguing in favour of a
freezer there one of the principal argu-
ments was the faet that we could bring
chilled meat to Fremanile and reduee the
price of meat in the metropolitan area;
but the position has changed sinece then,
and it is not for the purpose of bringing
chilled meat to Fremantle that the freezer
is required, it is required for the purpose
of marketing our surplus stock. The
Perth supply is becoming every year less
infinenced by the Kimberley cattle. We
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find that the herds of eattle on the Mur-
chison, and in the Geraldton and Norih-
ampton districts, and along the Midland
line, and through the Southern portions
of the State, are increasing.

Myr. Heitmann: How leng will it be
before we ean supply the South from the
South?

Mr. MALE: It will not be for some
time, but there are still the eattle in West
Kimberley to draw on until that time.
It stands to reason, as the ecattle increase
further South, the squatters further
South must look to Perth for their natu-
ral market, and the surplus stock in the
North must go over seas and elsewhere.
We now overland 20,000 cattle annually
to Queensland, and they ave sent from
there as frozen meat, or come back to
this State eanned, work which might be
done in this State.

Mr. Taylor: The Queensland market
is poorer than this.

Mr. MALE: It is not such a good
market as we could get if we could tap
the world’s market direct, instead of
throngh the channel of the Queensland
market. Tf the demand for Kimberley
cattle for the Perth market becomes less,
it stands to reason that the growers
nearer Perth will have this market re-
served for themselves, and thos, as I have
said before, all the squatters in the State
will benefit from the erection of freezing
works at Wyndham,

Mr. Seaddan: How will the consumers
get on?

Mr. MALE: T will come to that pre-
sently.

Mr. Taylor: Always come to the con-
sumer last.

My, MALE: I cannot tallt on all at
once. Here I would like to refer to the
matter of the snggested tax. It was
suggested by the Minister for Lands that
it would be necessary to put a stoek tax
on the East Kimberley eattle to provide
for any loss that might acerne for work-
ing expenses, interest, and sinking fund
on the works.

Mr. Scaddan: He did not suggest it;
he said he was going to do it.

Mr, MALE: But it does not appear to
me very logieal. If the works are going
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to benefit the whole of the squaiters, why
should the East Kimberley squatters only
be taxed when i} is going to benefit every-
body? Take, for instance, the Fye-
mantle freezer. Who is going to be
asked to directly pay any loss that may
be inecurred on that work?

Mr. Angwin: There will be no loss.

My. MALE: I hope not. But who is
going to be asked to pay the loss that will
be incurred for several years on the Fre-
mantle doek?

Mr. Angwin:
there.

My, MALE: Who will pay for the loss
that is incurred on agricultural railways
at the start?

Mr. Taylor: The Goverment say there
is no loss,

Mr, MALE: Who will pay for the loss
inewrred on wining railways when they
are firet started?

My, Hudson:
there,

Mr. MAILE: These losses, if any, are
borne by the State, not by individuals, not
by industries, but by the State; and I
contend that the same should apply to
the Wyndham freezer which will benefit
directly the whele of the squatters and,
indiveetly. the whole of the State.
In reply to the arguments raised by the
leader of the Opposition as to the price
of meat retailed in Perth and on the gold-
fields, T would point ont that it is not on
aceount of searvity of cattle for, as [ have
said. we are at the preseut time over-
landing something like 20.000 of onr sur-
plus stoek., and it would he impossible to
consume it even if the meat were given
away. Only a certain yuantity can he
consumed by our population, whatever be
the price. Fat stock from Kimberley can
he landed at Robb's jettv for 3d. per
pound, in fact is landed there for that
price: therefore the difference hetween
that price and the price charged by retail
butehers wust be in the distvibution, not
in the searcity of stoek. When we have
initiated and got going owr public sale
vards and public abattoirs, the retail
price of meat should be reduced, and for
this reason. The small butcher will be
able to go into the public sale yards, pur-

There will be no loss

There will be no loss
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¢hase his weekly supply of live stock—
which he cannot do now—be able to get
it killed in the public abattoirs, and so
deal directly with the produncer and con-
sumier. If the retail price be too high,
then no fault ean be found with the
grower, one must look to the retailer for
the trouble. This question of freezers
has been long talked of but little has
been done. Our possibilities are certain,
our country is there and pood, we have
the rainfall and the stock, and all we re-
quire is assistance so that the stock may
be marketed in the world’s market, and
el the advantage it ought to possess.
Take the world’s market now.  Those
who have followed the papers must have
noticed that meat is getting scarcer in the
old country and in Ameriea, and that
prices are continually being raised, Fur-
ther we find that America which only a
few years azo was exporfing meat to
Great Britain is now an importer of meat,
even so far as this that Australian meat
has been reshipped from London to New
York and sold there at a pwofit. Why
shonld we not be able to ship our meat
direet to New York insiead of through
the channel of the British market? The
frozen meal trade. as we all know, has
been of enormous valne to New Zealand
and to Queensland, and what the other
States can do surely we can do also. We
are as well situated geographically as they
for tapping Java, Manila and other
Eastern markets, and equally well situ-
ated for tapping the Home market.
Further than that, if we had vegular
prices and regular markets we could im-
prove our herds, which at present are
allowed to a great extent to run to waste.
It is impossible under present conditions
to get a new sapply of bulls or to keep
the stock up as they should be; as a re-
sult the herds are going back. Also we
would be able to take steps to stop the
spaying of eattle which is now going on,
and thus be able to obtain the natural in-
erease. With such a great ares of conn-
try as we have still unalienated it is im-
possible for monopoly of production in
the eattle business to exist, and if works
are established they wonld be not in the
interests of the few but of the whole
State. Let me tnrn my attention frem
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the question of cattle to that of another
industry in whieh I am partieularly in-
terested. 1 would like to refer to a few
remarks made by the member for Mount
Magnet, who tried to convey to the
House the impression that the pearling
industry was not being worked sufficiently
in the interests of our own people, of lie
people of the Commonwealth. I regret
sincerely that the hon. member has not
had an opportunity of visiting Broome
and studying the pearling industry for
himself. I also regret that the majovity
of members have not had that ovppor-
tunity. The industry ranks fourth in the
export industry of the State; first comes
the gold, then wool, then timber, and
fourthly pearling. In Customs returns
it is ranked either third or fourth. The
boats employed in the industry are almost
without exception Fremantle built. The
whole of the hardwoods used in their
construction are Western Australian tim-
ber, and the softwoeds, of which we have
none, are alone imported, The number
of boats employed in the industry is
somewhere about 340. There was an old
impression, probably it still exists, that
these boats are owned by a few indi-
vidnals and are worked by a large num-
ber of eolonmred men. That was the posi-
tion some years ago, but by process of
evolution it is graduoally changing. The
industry is now becoming one for the
small man. With the exeeption of one
large firm I think the whole of the fleets
have been divided np and sold to men
who own only one or two boats, I am
proud to say that, by that method of
evolntion, the pearling industry has been
working out its own salvation and becom-
ing, as far as possible, a white man’s in-
dustry. Let us eompare it with the posi-
tion in Queensland. Some {ime ago a
Royal Commission was appointed in
Queensland to inquire into the pearling
industry there, and in their report figures
were published showing the position of
the trade. It is shown that there were
then in Queensland 110 boats owned

by six different owners or firms,
giving an average of 18 boats per
owner. At that time there were

330 boats in Westerm Australia with
111 owners, giving an average of three
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boats per owner. That Commission sat
some 18 months or {wo years ago, and
althongh I have not the present fizgnres
relating to the industry here, still 1 kuow
that the average is less than it was at the
time the Commission was sitting. With
the division of the big fleets inte small
ownerships the old system of using
schooners outside in attendance on the
boats has been almost extinguizhed and
at present the policy of all small owners
is to have a white man on each boat as
a shell opener. I think that system is
carried out right through, exeept in the
case of the une big firm who have motor-
boats which they use for the colleetion of
ghell.  The result is that Broome has
grown from a small town into a large
and flourishing place. The owners, and
the white men they employ. have their
wives and familier settled there with
them, a large munber of merchants, stove-
keepers, tradesmen, lahourers, civil ser-
vants and others one finds in any large
flourishing town are established np there.
In order to assist the (Government to keep
the industry as it should be and to pre-
vent a certain amownt of dummying as
has existed in the past, the Pearlers’ As-
sociation asked the Government to pro-
vide a form of declaration which each
pearler must sign before taking ont his
license. That deelaration has been gaz-
etted and now people before taking out
a pearling license have to make a declara-
tion as follows:—

T . of , in the State
of Western Australia, do solemnly and
sincerely declare that:—

I am (or we are) not associated with
or about to become associated with any
person of Asiatie or African mce who
(1} will have a share or interest in the
pearls obtained by any ship used or
employed by me (or us) in the pearl-
shell fishery ; or (2) will have a
sghare or interest in the pearl shell ob-
tained by such ship other than the
diver's ordinary and usual lay; or (3)
is to pay or be charged with any part
of the working expenses of such ship;
or {4) has or is to have any lease
directly or indireectly of such ship. And
I (or we) make this solemn declaration
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by virtue of Section 106 of The Evi-
dence Aect, 1906.

That has been instituted to prevent any
possibility of dummying in the industry
on behalf of Asiaties. I would point
out in eonneetion with the industry that
the number of Asiatics employed in it
cannol be inereased. By a Common-
wealth order of some years ago it was
provided that the number of men em-
ploved in the industry should not be in-
ereased over and above the number that
existed at the time of the proclamation.
That order has been faithfully earried
out. The owners arve almost without ex-
ceptivn Australian, and, thevefore, re-
invest the profits they make from the in-
dustry in the Commonwealth, In that
respeet they ave unlike the great mining
assoeiations and owners who send away
the dividends our mines produce. An-
other peint raised by the member for
Mount Magnet was that the industry en-
tailed a considerable eost to the State
owing to the unpkeep of Bernier and
Dorre islands, this being caused by there
being sent to those islands natives who
are diseased owing, indirectly, to there
being colonred men employed in the
pearling industry. 1 wish to disabuse
bis mind on that secore. In the first
place, perhaps, it might be as well for
me to explain that when men are en-
gaged in Singapore they have to pass
a very stiff medical examination before
they arve shipped. They also have to
bring vaccination ecertificates from the
medical officer showing either that they
had been vaceinated by him or had been
recently vaccinated. The islands referred
to by the member for Mt. Magnet were
reserved for the purpose of the natives,
not at the request of the medical officer
for Broome but at the reguest of the
medical officer and a number of resi-
dents in the Pilbara, Ashbwton, and
Gaseoyne distriets. I would like to
quote some figures supplied by the Abo-
rigines Pepartment in connection with
these islands. The Assistant Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines writes as follows :—
In reply to your verbal request I beg

to forward herewith a return showing
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the number of aboriginal natives who
received treatment at the logk hos-
pitals at Bernier and Dorre Islands
during the six moanths ended 30th
June, 1910, and the districts they
came from:—Wyndham 12, Derby 2,
Broome 1, Pilbara 43, Ashburton 58,
Gaseoyne 62, Roebourne 10, and Mur-
chison 6.
Thus it will he seen that out of a total
of 196 only 1 came from Broome, the
centre of the pearling industry. These
natives are sent from Pilbara, Ashbar-
ton, und Gascoyne distriets, and 1 ven-
ture to say that the mining industry has
had more to do with the establishment
of those islands for the purposes for
which thev have been veserved than the
pearling industry. Among other items
which I wounld wish to bring under the
noliced only last week in the news-
the appointment of a commercial gentie-
man to represent this State in Java,
Singapore, and the East generally. 1
noticed only last week in the news-
papers that a new steamer was being
built in the Eastern States for the Java
and Singapore trade. It has been com-
mon knowledge that two or three years
ago the Vietorian Governmeni subsi-
dised steamers for the Java and Singa-
pore trade. Does it not stand to reason
that we who are only within three davs
of Java should look upon that country
as possessing a trade whieh should be
ours? I think if our Government were
to send a eommevcial agent there he
would find that there is a lot of trade to
be opened up. There is room for a big
wheat and fruit trade, and we shall re-
quire to get some of it. When you con-
sider that they have there in one island
a population of over 30 millions we
shonld know that the possibilities of
trade are enormons. I commend to the
Government ibe need for appointing a
commercial agent in these places. An-
other matter T wonld like to refer to is
that of tropical diseases. It is probably
known to many that a sechool has been
established in England for the study of
tropical disenses, and that much good
work has been dene by that school in
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different parts of the world. We know
the good results that have followed in
conneetion with the constrnction of the
Panawsa canal, and that much good has
resnlted in eonneetion with fever rve-
search in the Suez canal and the coun-
try lying near there. Last year I noticed
a new development, inasmuch as =a
branch of that school was started in
Queenslaud and a medical man was sent
ot Uhere to investigate tropical diseases
in the North of Australia,  There is
seape for much to be done in Western
Austrglia.  When [ was in England a
tew months ago it was suggested to me
that this Goverument should take some
aetion iy the matter. I believe it would
he pussible for ns to gmet a certain am-
onitt of money from those interested in
this work at Home if we were prepared
also to coutribute a subsidy, The ser-
viers of a medical man could be obtained,
and he conld be sent to the Northeran
portion of the State to study tropical
diseases. It must be common knowledge
to many that dengue fever is often very
bad at the different ports on onr coast. In
the Fitzroy distriel every vear there are
outhbreaks of fever and ague, and [ am
infurmed that this vear the hospital at
Decby has been filled with patients, It
is the duly of the Government to do
something mare than to have a medical
officer at the ports; it is their duty (o
contend with these diseases. Prevention
is hetter than cure, and if we can re-
move the cause of the disease it will be
much better lhan to cure the disease
afler it has made itz appearance. If
we are to carry out that great poliey of
encouraging white setilement in the
Nortl we must make life possible in that
portion of the Siate, and we can only
do that by banishing in the frst place
the immense amount of diseomfort and
disease which exists there, and thus
pave the way for a white population
and prosperity. I commend this ques-
tion of the study of tropieal discases in
the North to the Government for their
consideration. References have been
made to the question of a university
for this State, and in connection with
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that it appeals tu me that this being
primarily an agrieultural econutry our
first need should be in the direction of
agricultwral instruetion. What I would
like to see is the establishment of agri-
cultural eolleges and experimental farms
in all vur large agrieultural districts.
At these colleges there should be taught
practieal farming, horticulture, veteri-
nary seience, and other things eonneected
with our farming and stock industries,
and we should make those eolleges avail-
able to the youth of this State, and I
think in a few years we would build up
& class of youth who would be compet-
ent to go on var lands. We would pre-
vent them from fooding the towns and
the town industries as they are now do-
ing, and we wounld keep them in the
country where we require them. Let
us train up our boys for this eountry
life, and T believe that by having eol-
leges and experimental farms properly
esfablished it will be the surest and
safest way of placing the lads upon the
soil and making ther look upon the land
as their permanent home, We might also
get into touch with people in other
countries, and induce them to allow
their youths to come out here to study
at onr colleges and eventually go on the
soil. That would give us a better class
of izimmigrant than we are getting at the
present time,

Mr. O'Loghlen: There are plenty of
youths here now.

Mr. MALE: Then let us teach them
the way to become useful and practical
farmers. 1 would like to refer to a mat-
ter that I mentioned last year when
speaking on the Address-in-Reply, and
that is the need for the establishment of
a department for the North, a Minister
or director or someone immediately re-
sponsible to Cabinet to look after the
needs and requirements of the Northem
areas, Something has been done in that
direction inasmoeh as we have had the
appointment of Mr, Despeissis as Com-
missioner for tropical agrienlture. That,
however, is not sufficient; it is only deal-
ing with one thing, and when we recog-
nise that the North coniains more than

half of this State, I think we are asking
for something to which we are entitled
when we make a request for a direct ye-
presentative to look after owr inferests.
No Minister in the present Government
has any personal or diveet knowledge of
that portion of the State. I give them
credit for doing their level best, and 1
admit they have done more than any
other Government have done.

Mr. Horan: You bhave had a couple
of Ministers up there recently.

My. MALE: That does not give them
the knowledge of the North that is neces-
sary for many purposes. When we con-
sider the extent of it T say it is too large
and too valuable an asset to leave neglee-
ted as has been done. There are many
matters there requiring closer attention.
For instance, the great wool industry is
the biggest industry in Australia, and a
great quantity comes from the North. A
considerable amount of gold comes from
the North. The pearling industry is in
the North, and we arve looking forward
to the establishment of the freezing
works, and an export trade, while there
are a number of other industries and
trades vequiring development; but noth-
ing will be done as longz as the North
is allowed to go on in ils quiet way with-

ont having a representative in the
Cabinet to attend to its wants.
Mr. FOULKES (Claremont): I ex-

pected that a member of the Opposition
would have spoken, but as there seems to
be no one inelined to do so I shall take
advantage of the opportunity to refer to
one or two matters which have interested
me during the last few years. A good
deal has been said about the length of
the Clovernor’s Speech, and exception
taken to the various paragraphs in it.
Everyone must admit that this Speech
is an extraordinarily long one, and there
can be no reason why the Ministry
should continue the praetice of having
Governors’ Speeches so exceedingly long.
I have heard many King’s Speeches de-
livered at home, and T know qnite well
that although in the British Parliament
they bhave fay more important matters to
deal with than we have, their Speeches
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are not half the length of the various
Governors’ Speeches brought forward
here at the opening of every Parliament.
A good deal has been said about the Pre-
mier’s visit to the old country. but there
is no gainsaying the fact that the visit
has done an enormons amonnt of pood,
1 am quite sure that the ’remier learut
one thing, and that is the warm and cor-
dial feeling which exists thronghont the
whole of the British communities to-
wards all the Colonies, and particularly
to the C(nmmonwealth of Australia.
Every Australian who goes Home cannot
but admit the faet that the utmost zood
feeling pervades every class of the com-
munity in the British Isles towards Aus-
tralia. In the Governor's Speech refer-
ence is made to the faet that the Premier
when ai Home inquired into the system
of immigration, and he himself has
stated in the speech that he made here
that he went Home with a view of re-
organising the Immigration Department.
It bas been a great mystery to me why
the lmmigration Department at Home re-
quired to be reorganised. becanse there
are only two men in the Agent General’s
ofiice who are engaged on immigration
work, namely Mr. Ranford and Mr.
Dolley; and surely there was no neces-
sity for the reorganisation of a depart-
ment which embraces only two men. But
I am sirongly of opinion that reorgani-
sation as regards immigration is required,
not so much in Loudon as it is here: be-
cause at this end there is practically no
organisation whatever. I have repeated-
Iy complained in the House that a suffi-
eient sum of money has not been set
aside for the carrying out of a definite
immigration policy. Tt is to be remem-
bered that the state of affairs in regard
to immigration has altered very much out
here during the last few vears. For many
years past there has been no attempt
whatever on the part of the other Aus-
tralian Governments to encourage immi-
gration; bat during the last few years
we have had to face most active eompeti-
tion an the part of those other State
Governments. Vieforia has recently sent
her Minister for Lands, together with a

leading agricultural expert, to travel, not
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only in Engzland hut alse in America, with
a view to disseminating information re-
garding the value of the lands in Vie-
toria, and to obtain immigranly from
both countries,

Mr. O’Loghlen: There are thonsands
of men in Vietoria who cannot get land
to-day.

Mr. FOULKES: Just the same, the
Government of Vietoria are prepared to
spend a lavge s of muopey in setting
out the advantages Vietoria has to offer
tmmicrants. I am not here to answer
for the poliey of the Vietorian Govern-
ment; all that T wish to point out is that
the Vielorian Government have taken de-
finite aetion in resard to immigration by
sending a Minister of the Crown and an
agrieultural expert to Great Britain and
Ameriea.

Mr. Jolmson:
town workers.

Mr. FOULKES: XNo, they are net.
I am not here to defend Vietoria; buj we
must remember that there are now other
States besides our own prepaved to spead
money on inunigration. And if it be the
case that Vietoria, after all, has no land
to offer to its immigrants, how much more
necessary is it for us, who have large
areas of land awaiting occupancy, 1o
spemd a considerable sum of money in
inducing imumigrants to eome here? T
believe, too, that Queensland is also en-
couraging immigration; and we all know
that for many vears past New Zealand
has annunally spent an erormous sum of
money in setting out the good qualities
of the New Zealand soil. When the last
Loan Bill was introduced here I pointed
out that the sum of money set down on
the Toan, Estimates, and also on the
Revenne Estimates, was not one quarter
the amount we should be prepared to
spend in the encouragement of immigra-
tion. It is impossible to expect a success-
fu! immigration scheme unless we are
prepared to spend a considerable sum
of money upon it. During a visit to Lon-
don I went to the Canadian immigration
office, where I made inquiries as to the
system adopted for supplying informa-
tion to the people of Great Britain with
regard to land settlement in Canada. I

Thev ave looking for
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was {old that it was the invariahle prae-
tice to send at least a dozen farmers in
each vear—in one year they sent 30—
from Canada to Great Britain to set out
the advantages offered by the Dominion.
A good deal has heen said about the sue-
cess of the Premier's visit to England.
No doubt it was successful; but it has
to be borne in mind that, after all, the
Premier only spent something like a few
weeks in Great Britain, and that in re-
spect to any good results that may come
from that visit, we cannot expeect them
to be continuous. It is idle to hope that
the visit of one man to England for a
few weeks shonld be productive of any-
thing like continuous resnlts. T trust
that the Government will be prepared to
set down on the next Estimates, and
agree to repeat it for each of the next
sueceeding five vears, a smm of money
sufficient te adequately disseminate in
England iuformation in regard to land
settlemeni in our State. [ am quite suce
that whatever Government way follow
the present one they will refrain from
altering such a policy; because the ex-
cellence of the results of such policy will
very quickly hecome manifest. 1 have
rvepeatedly complained that we do not
send 1o Great Britain and Treland the
right class of people (o point out the
agrieuitural resonrces of this country.
There are in Great Britain and Treland
ne fewer than forty millions of people;
and two men are all that we have to
travel about that ecuntry and dissemin-
ate information concerning our lands.
The proposition is utterly ridieulous.
Why, we have in Perth many business
firms each employing half a dozen eom-
mercial travellers to advertise their goods
i a country like Western Australia; vet,
presumably, we are satisfied with keeping
in Great Britain and Treland only fwe
men to put formeard the value of our
lands.

My, Walker:
wet?

My, FOULKES: T do not know. It
is of miner importance what amount of
salary is heing paid to them =o long as
we get the rieht class of men.

What salaries do thex -
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Mr. Walker: If we want good men
we must pay for them.

Mr. FOULEKES: Certainly, if we
have good men we must be prepared lo
pay them liberally. But I do not anii-
cipate we would bave to pay very large
sums to capable farmers to go to
Great Britain for a term; probably we
could get seores who wonld go Home and
stay there for twelve months disseminat-
ing information if, in addition to their
expenses, they were paid a couple of
hundred pounds apiece. 1 can assure
the Minister for Lands that if we were
to send representative farmers to Great
Britain and Ireland they would be
listened to with far greater attention than
any professional lecturers.

Mr. Scaddan: We eannct supply land
to local residents fo-day.

Mr. FOULKES: 1 believe it is diffi-
cult for some men to get land to-day;
but that is uot the fault of the coun-
try, nor yet of the Government. The
Minister for Lands has done a great
deal in reorganising the administration
of the Lands Department, but I would
snggest to him that it is quite time he
hastened on the throwing open of addi-
tional areas of land; becaunse I have fre-
quently heard complaints from people

that they are unable te obtain land.
The vreason is that not sufficient
land is being thrown open at the

present time. It is reported in to-
day’s newspaper that a certain area has
been thrown open in the Kumminin dis-
triet. and that for every block available
there were twenty or thirty applicants.

Mr. Scaddan: Residents of twenty
vears standing are being beaten by im-
migrants,

Mr. PFOULKES: Residence in the
State is not the sole qualifieation. I
think the people who should have first
call on these lands ave those who have
had experience in praetieal agriculture.

My Seaddan: Ask some of the publi-
cauns in Perth how if is done. They can
et land, .

Mr. PFOULKES: T am not here to de-
fend the publicans of Perth. T will leave
that to the leader of the Opposition,
There i3 one thing T eannot agree with,
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namely the proposal of the Acting Prem-
ier to construet the Trans-Australian
railway, I have no doubt he made that
offer with a view of hastening on the
construetion of that particular line. But
I can rememher very well when it was
proposed that we should federate with
the other Australian colonies we had a
distinet promise made by various Austra-
lian Premiers that the Commonwealth
Government wonld construct that rail-
way and T think it is not good tactics
for us to offer to construet that railway
when we have already their promise to do
s0. It is true that promise has been a
long time unfulfilled, but [ think it wonld
be most risky for us to velease fhem
from that promise and undertake to econ-
struet the railway onrselves; hecanse we
have many ailway projects in this coun-
trv which will require to be carried out
within the next few vears and whieh will
tax all onr resources for some time o
come.

Mr. Walker: Are you confemplating
the Esperance railway?

Mr. FOULKES: T think the Govern-
ment would act wisely if they definitely
announced that it is not part of their
policy to construct the Esperance rail-
way, I know that in answer to a depu-
tation the other day the Premier said he
wounld give the matter tull consideraiion.
I ean quite understand a reply of that
kind—it is only by wayv of courtesy to
the deputation. But I have seen and
heard many agitations in regard to the
construetion of the Esperance railway,
aud I have seen all those agitations dis-
appear. They have risen up and lasted
a fortnight or. possibly, three weeks; and
I have not the slightest doubt that this
auitation also is only temporary and will
disuppear. I would be glad if the Gov-
ernment definitely announced that they
are opposed tu the construetion of this
vailway, I do not propese to give any
reasons for this statemeat. because it is
nol necessary to do so. All members on
this side of the House. and indeed all
persons acquainted with the finaneial
position of the State know that the State
cannot afford to zo to the expense nf eon-
strneting a eostly railway to compele
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against our existing system; for that
really is what it would mean. There is
an interesting paragraph in the Gover-
nor’s Speech to the effect that {he Licen-
sing Bill is to be introduced once more. I
hope that this time the Bill will be
pushed through. I do not say I hope the
Bill as a whole will be carried, because
of course it requires amendment in many
places, Bat the Government must know
there is a desire on the part of the whole
of the comnumnity of fhe State to have
legislation whieh will be an improvement
upon the existing law. I regret very much
that although the Bill passed the second
reading stage last session, yet as soon as
one amendment’ was earried the Govern-
ment actually withdrew the measure. It
should have been pushed on with becanse
a great number of the amendments on
the Notice Paper were amendments de-
serving of consideration, and most of
them I feel sure would have been agreed
{o by the majority of wembers. For ex-
ample, there was one elause which gave
the power to publicans to keep their
liouses open to 11.30 p.m., and ah amend-
ment was tabled that the time should he
lixed at 10 oelock. Surely an amend-
menf like that was worthy of consider-
alion: but instead, immediately an
amendment was earried to Claunse 3, the
Bill was practically withdrawn from our
consideration. We are all pleased to see
the great improvement in the state of
the country during the last few months.
No doubt there has been a great change
in the affairs of Western Australia. I
ean remember very well when we met
here two vears ago the prospects of the
country looked extvemely gloomy, and T
enngratulate the Government on their sue-
cess in having been ahle to earry on the
affairs of the country under great dis-
advantages. T would suggesl. however,
that while they seem to eclaim a
monopoly of the polieyv of agrieunl-
tural development and the econstrue-
tion of agricultural Tailwavs. there are
members in the Honse who are entitled
to a certain amount of consideration in
regard to that policy. There are mem-
hars on- this side of the Houmse. al any
rate. and T know there are members of
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the Opposition, who most cordially sup-
ported the Government all through dur-
ing the last few years in their policy of
developing agrienlture, and constructing
agricultural railways, and 1 regret very
mueh that during the last few years
there seems to have sprung up among
Ministers what seems to be an attempt,
almost an organised attempt, to make
people believe that they alone were
praciically responsible for this poliey. I
know there are many members on the
Government side, and many agrieultural
members, who have been most staunch
advocates of agricultural development,
and who have in many cases tried
to ‘convince the Government, as to
the necessity for paying even greater at-
tention to the constructing of agrienltural
railways. I have repeatedly said in the
House that we should have a much bolder
policy than we have adopted in the con-
struetion of more railways for agrieunl-
tural develo)iment,

Mr. Underwood: Hear, lear; the Hs-
perance distriet!

Mr. FOULKES: I do not class the
Esperance railway as an agrieultural rail-
way. I hope Ministers will do all they
possibly can to encourage immigration,
and that they will make up their minds
definitely to set aside a large sum suffi-
cient to enable this poliey to he carried
out to a completion.

Mr. Heitmaun: Why, they have not
the money to keep their sick and poor,
let alone bringing immigrants here. Let
them pay attention to those in the eoun-
try.

Mr. GOURLEY (Leonora): I intend
to say but a few words on the Address-
in-Reply. T hope the time is not far
distant when there will be no need for
a debate of this kiud. This is now the
fourth week we have had on this de-
bate, and it seems to me it will be the
end of next week before the debate is
cvoncladed, with the resnlt the same as
last year, that Bills will be rushed
throngh the Honse at the end of tle
session and we will not he able to give
consideration to them as we should. T
congratulate the member for Kalguorlie
- on the excellent speech he made an this
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debate, a speech which had a wmost tell-
ing effect, and whi¢ch seems to have
brought the Government and their sup-
portars to their senses. There weré no
smiling faces on the Government side of
the House when the hon. member was
speaking. When the Attorney General
was speaking on the previous evening
in reference to the Opposition he was
frequently applanded, and the member
for Fremantle was a very frequent ap-
ptander. I faney I could hear the voices
of Ministers when the member for Kal-
goorlie was speaking; their voices as-
cending to IHeaven offering up a little
prayer, “My God, why has the member
for Kalgoorlie forsaken us?’ Everything
appeared to be dark and gloomy on the
(iovernment side of the Chamber when
the member for Kalgoorlie was speak-
ine. It seems to me the hon. member
sllowed the Govermment up in all their
nakedness; they had not even the pro-
verbial fig leaf wherewith to cover them-

selves. 1 eannot congratulate the mem-
ber for Fremantle on the speech he
made,

Mr. Murphy: I was new to the game.

Mr. GOURLEY: If I may nse sone
vulgar remark, it appears to me the hon.
gentleman slobbered all over the Gov-
ernment. [ vemember when that hon.
genlleman was mayor of Fremantle.

Mr. Murphy: So do L

My, GOURLEY: 1 remember how on
many oceasions he condemned the pre-
sent Administration, more particularly
in regard to the reduetion of municipal-
subsidies, also in regard to the hos-
pitals vote and many other matters af-
feering the interests of Fremantie.

Mr. Murphy: And half the police
court fines. Do not forget that.

My, GOURLEY: The hon. gentleman
was entirely antagonistic to the present
Government, but immediately he came to
this House he pointed out all the good
qualities that exist in the Government.

Mr. Murphy: What do you think I
was elected on?

Mr. GOURLEY: The hon. member put
me in mind of the member for Murray.
I remember that when that wmentleman



348

stood for election the Press were op-
posed to him. more particularly the
metropolitan Press. 1 remember how
Ministers went into the electorate and
opposed the hon. geunileman. T even
heard after the election men on the Gov-
ernment side expressing their disgust at
an intelligeist body ot eleetors returning
the hon. gentleman. But, I unotice the
Government did the same thing with the
member for Murray that they did with
the member for Fremantle. As soon as
he was returned to the House, seeing
thex eounld not rely on him, they put him
up to move the Address-in-Reply, as they
did with the member for Fremantle,
It seems to me these two gentlemen are
placed in a humiliating position. Al-
though the Government opposed them on
every oseasion and tried to bring about
their defeat, immediately they came to
the House they hecame strong snp-
porters of the GGovernment.

Mr. George: You must return good
for evil.

Mr. Murphy: And love your enemies,

Mi. GOURLEY: I would advise
those two gentlemen o retire from the
Chamber and consider their position.

Mr. Murphby: And like the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie form a party of our
oWn.

Mr. GOURLEY: 'There are just a
few matters I wish to refer to briefly.
I agree with the remarks of the member
for Cue in regard to the abolition of the
office of State Governor. I am of opin-
inn the oflice should be abolished. The
expense of the office is too great. and I
think Guvernment House could be put
to betier nse. I bave nothing to say
against (he gentleman Blling the posi-
tion. I believe he is a high and estim-
able gentleman, but still I trust the day
is nof far distant when the office will be
abolished. [ wounld alse refer to another
place a few doors on. the ‘‘Old Men's
Home,"' otherwise ealled the Upper
House. 1 hope the time i= not far dis-
tant when that Chamber will be abol-
ished. Tt seems to me it has a tendeney
to retard progressive and  demoeratic
legislation, ol that it has ountlived its
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usefulness. Measuras of a demoeratic
nalure and in tite best infevests of the
country have been sent from this Cham-
ber only to be thrust on one side by the
other Chamber. One lon. wember of
the other Chamber, referring to the Bill
for the reduction of the franchise, has
said he opposed il though it was the will
of the eountry that the franchise should
be reduced, but he intended on this oe-
casion to give his support to the mea-
sure. T hope other members in that
Chamber will take inie econsidevation
that it is the will of the people that the
franchise should be reduced, and that
they should support the Bill. A little
time ago. when the Acting Premier de-
cided to open the Sandstone railway, I
waited on him and persuaded him to
make his lour through Leonora. I was
pleased that the tour sheuld go through
Leounora so that His Excelleney could
zec the vast eountry we have there, a
country that I believe in Lhe near future
will have great prominence in regard to
mining. 8o 1 was partieularly pleased
when the Aeting Premier decided to
make that tour, but I was disappointed
afier the tour had been taken the Aet-
ing Premier could not see his way to
pay a visif to Leonora. When it was
derided this tonr should be made, the
mayvor of Leonora wired to the Aecting
Prewier that it was decided to tendev a
municipal reeeption and alsu a public
weleome (o His Exeelleney, but the Aet-
ing Premier was not desirous that a
public funetion should take place, and
lie veplied accordingly, The mayor wired
back to say that a deputation would he
pleased to wait on the Acting Premier
te lay hefore him the various require-
ments of the disfriet, and it was under-
stood when the Aeting Premier left
Perth that he was to meet these people
at Leonora. and that arrangements
would then be made for the deputation
to wait on him. Unfortunately. it seems
to me ta be eharaeteristic of the treat-
ment meted out to the goldfields on
every oceasien by the Minister for
Works. There seems to be, so far as the
zoldfields are concerned, not that sym-
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pathy on the part of Ministers there
should be, Even our own Minister, the
Minister for Mines, a  gentleman re-
turned by a goldtields constituency, has
mactically forgotten that he, in the posi-
tivn he holds, should show more sym-

pathy for the mining industry than he ~

diees al present. 1 do not for 2 moment
wad that he has not done good work. hut
there is not thal sympathy on his part
to-day that should exist fir owr guld-
tields. Is it any wonder that a certain
amoant of feeling las been stirred up
on lhe goldfields in this eonnection? I
wish biiefly fo refer to the immigration
policy of the Government. Members of
‘the Opposition are charged with not
being desirous that immigrants should
enter the Siate. It is not corvect. We
ave desirous of getting a good elass of
immigrants herve, buat unfortunately
some of (he immigrants seni to the
State are not what they should be.
I bave seen a great many of them and in
many instances they are not fit to go on
our lands. A good many are physically
weak and are not in a eondition to go
into the eountry, take up land, and put
up with the hardships incidental to open-
ing up new country. So far as the land
itself is concerned there is nothing in
Anstralia that will ecompare with it, and
there is no other State which offers such
zoud opportanities for people desiving
io settle.  What we want and must
have, however, are immigrants who
can go on the land, work hard, overcome
the Lardships and obstacles which are
bound to he met with. and establish themn-
selves on a firm footing. It has been said
that in many instancex the immigrants
have taken the work provided for those
resident in the State; i many instances
that is practically true. [ know of cases
where immigrants. who came fere (o
settle on the land, are keeping little shops
in Perth, while nthers are tramping it
over the goldfields. I know a man who
has travelled over the different fields
looking for work. but who enuld not oh-
tain employment us: be was not strong
enouph, Managers of inines knew (hat
i was no use puttineg him on, and the
result was that he zot a job as an insur-
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ance agent al 30s, a week, to keep him
eoing until he ecould get something better.
We have been told rhat the Premier did
good work in the old eountry. I have rea-
on to helieve he did, and [ know he is most
anxious that Western Ausiralia  should
take pride of place amonyg the States of
the Commonwealth. [ believe he is most
anxious to work in the interests of the
State. We wust awaif the vesults of lis
visit, and I trust that one result will be
a great improvement iu the elass of 1m-
ntigrants that eome here. As to appli-
cativns for land, we have been teld there
has been a certain amount of dummying.
Withont doubt there has heen a good deal
ot il. We have also heen told that there
are many conditivnal puorchases on the
market for sale. That is so, but many of
them have been taken up for some cou-
siderable time. [ know of many cases
where there are good grounds for the
bloeks heing offered for sale, [n some
instances the people who took up the
land hLave been wnnfortunate. and have
been compelled to sell, either through
sickness of the members of the family,
or through the arising of mistortunes of
various kinds. [ know, however, that a
greal many have dummied land. Very
many people who liave been in the State
for from 14 to 18 vears have applied for
land on many oecasions, have appeared
before the Land Board. but have not
succeeded in getting blocks. Preference
seens always to he given to those coming
from the Eastern Slates and from the
old country. That is not right. The
peaple of Western Avstralia. people who
have been here for a number of years,
who have helped fo make the State what
it is, who have eudured the hardships in-
eidental to the opening up of new coun-
tiv, whe have made a eertain amount of
money on the fields, and desire now to
settle on the land are the people we
should have on the land. They form the
wleal tyvpe of setiler. as they have experi-
cnced the hardships of pioneering life
and have capital behind them. T have

seen applicants before the Land Board
who have been in the State for years
They have intimated there was no neces-
sity for them to =u te the Agricultural
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Bauk for financial assisiance, yet they
were refused and preference was given
to immigrants from the old country, who
had uno eapital but whe would be de-
penident upon the assistance they would
receive from the bank. Preference

shonld. on the other hand, be given to.

wur own people, those who have borne
the brunt of the battle in opening up this
State. 1 hope the Minister for Lands
will see that that is done. One result of
the action that has heen followed in the
past is that we have lost from this State
many of those desirable selectors. They
have taken their money with them to one
of the Eastern States. Consequently
this State is the poorer thereby. I wish
to refer briefly to the mining industry.
We have been 1old that the industry, so
far as the gold ontput is concerned, is
retrogressing. It is to be regretted that
one of our promineni mining men has
seen fit to belittle the mining industry.
I refer to the pentleman now contesting
the Beverley clection,
Ay, Bolton: e is elected.

Mr. GOURLEY: Then T am sorry for
the goldfields, afier the statement he made
subsequent to the Federal elections when,
being defeated. he tried to belittle the
mining industry by saving 1 waeuld soon
be a thing of the past. No part of the
Commonwealth offers fu-day greater
privileges and opportunities for a man
prepared to invest his eapital than West-
ern Australia does in connection with the
mining industry. It is to he regretted,
therefore, that we shonld find a gentle-
man, seeking Lo become a member of this
Chamber, prepared to belittle the indus-
trv that has done so much for the State.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He is eleeted by 92
voles.

Mr. GOURLEY: That is unfortunate.

My, Walker: The other man is down
on the industry too.

My. GOURLEY: T know he is; there
is not much difference between them.
While T was on tour with His Excellency
the Governor I was pleased to notice the
great interest he took in the mining in-
dustry, From Leonora and right through
to Lawlers and Sandstone we found,
everywhere we went. that a wreat diffi-
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culty existed in regard io tle proper
working of small prospectors’ shows. We
found that in nine case out of ten
these shows had heen abandoned, In the
early days they had heen worked by
the prospectors down to water level, but
then the inflow of water was too great
and the properties had to be abandoned.
The reefs appeared to be too small for
compantes to take np. Many of them are
of high-grade ore, but are lying idle be-
cause the prospectors had not the capital
to work them . While we are granting so
much assistance to the agrienltural indus-
trv—certainly it should receive every con-
sideration—the Minister would he justi-
fied in setting apart a shm of money for
the practical development of many of
these shows, T am sure that if the pros-
pectors had a little assistance from the
Government many of those properties
would pay handsomely. With regard to
the zranting of exemptions, I most blame
the Minister to a great extent for so many
mines on the fields now being practically
abandoned, this being due in many cases
to the granting of exemptions. I was
pleased to see recently the remarks of
Warden Clifton on the subject.  That
gentleman, wlen referring to an applica-
tion for exemption, said he hoped the
time was not far distant when exemptions
would not be granted to a great many
companies who were holding hundreds of
acres of land and preventing prospectors
from going on them and doing well In
some cases these properties are let on
trihute, but the charges made in the way
of royalties are most excessive. Another
matter I would refer to is that of
the Leonora-Lawlers rtailway project.

Tt has been before the House for
the past two years, and I trust
that this session the Ministry will

bring down a Bill for the construetion of
the line. I was pleased to notice that the
Premier said the other day he thought
there was a probability of the Govern-
ment doing something in regard to bringe-
ing down a Bill this session. I hope the
CGovernment are in earnest in this matter.
The people of Lawlers have been agitat-
ine tor a considerable time. The Acting
Premier, at the opening of the Sandstene
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railway, referred to the great possibilities
before that distriect. He said that
a disteiet such as Sangdstone, which
had produced £600,000 worth of gold,
was entitled to a rvailway. If that
be sv then I contend that Lawlers,
apart from Wiluna, is fully entitled
to one. I will not ineclude Wiluna,
otherwise 1 suppose the member for Fre-
mauntle would chastise me for daring to
inelude that district with Lawlers, elaim-
ing that I had done so with the object of
enlarging the gold yield from that place.
Lawlers has produced something like
£3,000,000 worth of gold, and if Sand-
stone with £600,000 worth of gold
is entitled to a vailway surely Law-

lers should have one also. I hope
the Government will give -considera-
tion to the people of that d&istriet.

We have all helped to bring about the
extension of vailway lines o agrienltural
districts, and the Government should rea-
lise they are justified in econstrueting lines
an the goldfields and partieularly one to
Lawlers. I would like to draw the at-
tention of the Minister for Mines to the
necessity for particularly cheap excursion
trains being run from the goldfields about
Christmas time. When referring to the
proposed Esperance rvailway, the people
of Kalgoorlie pointed out that they de-
sived the people of the fields to be given
an opportunity to visit the coast during
the hot wealher. For two or three weeks
before Christmas and for a few weeks
afterwards the Railway Department
should run excursion trains from the
fields at a fare of not more than £1 re-
turn.  This might be considered a very
low fare, but I would point out to mem-
bers that an excursion ticket from Broken
Hill to Adelaide at that particular time
of the year only eosts £1 return. These
excursion rates enahle a great many peo-
ple to travel from Broken Hill to the
coast in the hot months of the year. T
am sure if the Minister followed that
example a handsome profit would he
made by the department. I hope this
matter will be dealt with, and that the
consideration I have snggested will be

shown to the women and children of the -

goldfields. Oue other matter I wonld
refer to is wvith regard to the employment
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of foreigners on the goldtields. There
should he an amendment to the Aet to
prevent the employment of so many of
these people. This question has often
been referred to lere, it has called forth
numerous and heated debates and argu-
ments, and it is high time the Gov-
ernment gave the House an opportunity
to deal practically with this ruestion,
For many vears past 1 nave been travel-
ling through the various felds and have
realised that there is a considerable
amount of feeling on the question. It
was smothered up for a while, but unless
an opportunity is given to our own
workmen te obtain employment on the
fields I fear the results. Although we
are told that to-day only nine per cent.
of foreigners are working on the mines,
still, when we take into consideration the
number of foreigners who are woodentters
on the fields and working in other diree-
tions, I feel sure the percentage is be-
tween 12 and 13. T hope the Government
will give careful consideration to this
question so that the proportion of for-
eigners working ou the mines shall not be
morethan one in seven.

On motion hy Mr. MeDowall, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9 p.m.



